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beloved unto we, hee ſhall the all night betwixt- 
my breaſts, | 


le et 


Ge 9J9F = 
| HovS9H 


LONDON, 


Printed by 7. N. for Ibn Rothwell, at the,.Sun in 


Pauls Church-yard x 64 4. | 


Cant. I. 12. 4 bundle of Myrrhe is my wel. | 


j- 


. 4 k tad 
——_—_—_ —_—_—_———_—_— 
— 
P. 
. £3 
3 
Bs. $ 


—_—— —_— — — 


- 


QUSAN CECILL 


Grace and peace be multiplyed 


DX. 


In$guUus:Cyurni'sr. 


GVA, 


— 


$ ET SSSSSSS:S 
$0606090050 S 


The vertuous Lad Aunt, 


FS e He ſweet tafte 1 have bad of 
a (XA your Ladyſhips love to the beſt | 
FSA thines, bath encouraged mee, 
tuonbly, to preſent this little tra& unto 
you. What Salomon ſpeaks from expe-| 
rience that you upon trial have found true, | 
That the moſt promiſing contents y 
.of this life, are'vanity and - vexation 
of Spirit. Our wiſe. and mercifull Father 
doth. uſually- thus. imbitter the ſweteſl 
things of this world.ta us, that ve may the | 

A 2 


—  __— 


| 


more : i | 


— 


—T 


$ 


| 
| 
i 


[ 


| 


| 


| munion with Chriſt our heavenly Huſ- 
band, in whomall fulneſ$e of conſolation 


TieE Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
more cordially relliſh, and ferventl» ſeek 
after that full ſatisfymg, and everlaſting 


ſweerneſſe and comfort, which is in Com- 


\d wels. 4 drop of this tranſcendent fullneſſe 


| your Lad ſhip ( T hope) fhall find diſtilled 
' 31:to 31ur ſoule, by reading this little work 


nov come to your hands, "which like Aqua 
Vuz, ſhall cheere and revive your ſad ſpte 
rit, When ready to fat. Famtmg perſons, 


carrie little bottles of reviving liquids, | 

| alwayes about them, if your Ladyſhip ſhall 
| think fit, to make this little tra Jour. f. 
pocket- (companion, and peruſe a little of it | } 


| ſtill, wh 'en you feele ſoule-qualmes to ſeize 
#pon you ; y0u ſhall find (1 truſt) through 


the bleſſe ing of (briſt, much eaſe and com -| | 
| fort ; .and ſo ſpend and end your aged dayes, | | 


in more true ſolace of beart, than yet you 


have dune your primeſt dayes of flouri-| 
| ſhing youth. The acco mpl ſhing of this, is | 


| thefincere and holy. atme ' of your much 


obliged Nephew, in this bis firſt - offering [ | 
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The Epiſt]- Dedicatory. 


to publike view. Which ſample aime, that 
ithe Lord may graciouſly anſwer to your 
Ladyſhips comfort bere, and eternall haps 
pineſſe hereafter, I ſhall ſtill continue my 
prayer (though bere lend my Epiſtle) that 
the Lord will ſtill attend this my poore en. 
devour With bis rich bleſSing to all the 
partgkers thereof, and in ſpeciall to you. 


| 


Your much obliged Nephew, 


Nixcuotas Lockxyza, | 
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j as before: liketO a childe that cryes for | 


Chriſtian Reader. 


j; "mM munON with Chrnft, he 1s our 
2 % 3'ppincſle in this world, and in 
S=9-1 ce world to come: thar which 
makes every i (\Weer thing {weer, and every | 
ſweet tt 132 tweeter, V Wirh this veer ſub- 
ject Þ this little Track row come tothy | 
h. nf, tixct up. Poore fallen minis ſtill] 
complaini ing of one want or other, and 
when hy thing | 1s oven which hee longed | 
for, yer his ſoule is as farre from content, 


this and that, and yet waen hee hary what 
he cryed for. continues crying ſtill, and 
CanQh or cell rel wha at he would have. All 
our want is t1s, the want of Communion 
wit) Chriſt: this is the cauſe of all com 
Plitnts ; the intelicitte of the ſoul, the 
ſm of mans nulery, here an. hereafter , 
but p:0: diind manſees it nt, and there | | 
Kore CO Mpiainzs of twenty things Ss, twenty, 
miles 2 this fide his diſeaſe; and ſo ſpends: 
his dajes tn labour and ſorrow, and yet 


looſ.:s | 
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To the Reader. 
| looſes happiueſle, both here and hercafrer 
i too. A tull fruition of Chriſt, is full felicj= 


r.e : a full fruition of any ching below 
Chriſt, withour Chriſt, 1s but vanitie and 
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nan, thou canſt gec into communion 
with thy God, the more wall thy great 


yy 


vexation offpirir. Tac more then, O fallen | 


Ir; | Iyſſe be repaircd, thy complaning ſoulc {a- 
tisfied, and thy tranquilitie ſetled upon 
h thee againe, Hunt nor then aft-r riches, 
y | honours, pleaſures, and ſuch like Jow ae- 
ho { lights of tae ſonnes of men,with this de- 
yi [| luded miſtaken world, which lies in wic- j 
1] i kedncfle ; for felicitte is not In theſe : bur 
d | ſtudy and ſtiive after a nearer communion | 
d | { with Chriſt: the next way to get moſt in 
t,! | with hm, 1s the ſpeedic way unto all hap- 
Ir | | pinefſe : ſo much as thoa cinft cer of hzs 
it | company, ſo much art thouin heaven, How 
d prerious are thy thoughts unto me, O God, hew 
Il; + |great is the ſummeof them © If I ſhould counts 
n | thens, they are more in number then the ſand : 
1 | | when [ awake I ax ſtill with thee, Plal, 134. 
Ie: 17.18, 

s This is heaven upon earth, and that i 
... true Nobilitie and Honour, which wee 
y ſhould bee ill ambitious after; toloſe our 
ls {| fpirits in God, What an unſpeakable feli- 
* cltie is it, to be till with God in our 
'S | thoughts 
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| To the Reader. + 


thoughts : This ennodles the ſpirit of man, 
and makes it a companion to the King of 
Kings : this gives evenefle and ſteadineſſe 
ro a mans courſe ; and makes him walk in 
all the wayes of God blameleſle :this gives 
| tran{cendant peace and tranquilitie to a 
i; mans ſpirit, and makes him unmoveable 
| in the midſt of feares : this gives bread in 

famin? z drinke, in drought, peace 1n warre; 
health in ſickncſle ; life in death. Devore 
{ thy ſclfe rherefore ro Chriſt, that hee may 
| devote himſelfe to thee : and as a poore 
medium of Communion, make uſe (if thou 
pleaſe) of this enſuing Treatiſe. 1f thou 
oct any good, give glorie to God ;and 
make the poore Pen-man, a conſtant ſha- 
rer in thy prayers. 
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Thinein Chriſt, 


Theophilss Philantropus. 
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The principall heads 
handled in this 
Trac. 


Hat the Church Militant of Chriſt, ſhall uot be | 


RK /eft comfortlefſe, becanſe Chrift will come t0 
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come to her, Page 5 * | 
That Chriſt deth come to bis Church CMili- | 
tant, Pe7- 
How Chriſt doth come ts his Church Milutant, 
to comfort her in all conditions, p-I2 
When Chrift comes to his diſconſolate Church, as 
a comforter. P-27.&C. | 
Why Chrift will come to his church upon earth, as | 
a comforter, P3106. | 


Wicked men (hall live and die comfortleſſe, be- 
canſe ('hriſt as a comforter will never- come 10: 


them, | P.35>&, | 
Laeghter is one thing, and ſpiritwall conſolation 
another, p+37 | 
How Chriſt doth come to the wicked m this | 
life. p-39 


Chri/f will come to the wicked, neither 1m proſ- | | 
peritic nor in adverſitie, as a comforter, P40,» 
How wicked men may get Chriſt as a comſorter to 
come to them, P.43-&c. 
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| Fiekul inflrutions to frong men aud to babes s 192 
Chriſt, Pa E 
| Strong menm Chriſt, that ſay Chriſt as a corefor» | 

| ter 1s come to them. (hould make it ſarero thewſs (645, ' 
that they are not deluded, F-4 6 | 

; | | T he great need cf this, P79. | 
| ' How a man may know that it is (hrifl inarea. and | 
( 70 ſpiret of deluſion, which is come to him with con- 

| | folatiog, - P48 
| Strong men in ( rift, after the y have made s: fs ec 
| 
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f | f0 themſelves that the true cemfurter is come to thezs, 
g  (ronld [o walk that they may everenjoy his ſweet 
| CONPAN , P. P-53 


How (|, Leilbiens may ſo walk asto enjoy ( iſt as 
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| © comforter Continn. ally, 
' Babes wn Chriſt which newer fornnd C krift as & 
| : comforter Come to them, ſhould belceue that C 'braft 


| ' wall corse to then, P.GI 
| 
| 
| 


ourn et - 


| T heir objettions <a Chrift coming tothe as 
; Acomferter. an{(wered P62 
| Babes in Chriſt that never found Chriſt as acom- 
wn rer to come to them ſhould patiently wait till Chriſt 

! £5245 come to them, Pe64:;) 
; Ceverall conſiderations very powerfull to make the 
| foxle ro wait patiently, till Chrift as a comforter come 
to btw, p65] p 
Babes im Chriſt, which newer yet found { riff as | 
: | eomforter tocome to them. (hould obſerve how Chriſt 
| ' comes wich consfort tothe ſoule, and nat put hin off, | 
E i | p-72 
| | Babes in ('hrift, mhich have fonnd Chrift as a 
; Comforter to Come to them but naw have loft him, | 


| ould Libcrr to be ſenſible of their loſſe, p. 74,00. | 
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| The Contents. 


and 


| Such ſhould not blame Chriff for departing as a 
comforter from them, | P77, 
Meanes how ſuch babes in Chriſt, may get their 
comforter to returne againe to them, P.79,Kc. 


th. 


2. Itm. 4. Vert 22. 


The Lord Ieſus Chriſt be with 
| thy ſpiric, 


To have the Lord Teſas (brift with our ſpirits, 114 
prime and principal bleſſing, _ p-83 
7 here is a double preſence of (hrift with man cor- 
parall ard ſpirnnall, joyutly, or meerly ſpirituall, 
p.84.c. 
The ſoirituall preſence of Chriſt with man upon | 
| earth. 15 Commne or ſ[peciall, p.85, Cc» | 
To have Chriſt ſpecrally preſent with our ſpirns | 
is the ready way to all temporal good, P.87 | 
| Objeitions to th: contrary. anſwered, p.38 &'. | 
| To have(lrviff ſpecially preſet with our ſpirits, | 
| #8 the way to all ſpirituall goed, P91, | 
| Tovave Chriſt afier a ſpectall manner with our | 
} ſptrtrs rs the ready way to erernall good, P95. | 
| Norto have Chrift ſpecially preſent with our ſpi- | 
1 rats 35 4 greatevill, P-97 | 
Whrem this grand evill doth p» incipally conſiſt | 
9,07 
How to know whether Chriſt be ſpecially preſert | 
with oar {1 prrits, 112 Cc. 
| @HHow roger Chrifl tobe ſpecially preſent with our | 
q /p#r7ts, p-IT 2, | 
A7en 
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| preſence of C 


The Contents, 


Men that finds Chrift Fectally preſent with 
their ſpirits, ſhould thankefully acknowledge this 
reat favonr, P-II 5,06. 

Such ſhould Inbour to keep (hrift, with their ſpi- 
rits p-I1S 

According to what operations, a wan may loſe the 

$i. page I19,Cc. 
Chriſtians ſhould Iabouy to get Chriſt as much 
preſent with their Firits as may bee + and how this 


Comfort agatft the ſword, plague, famine, perſe- 


eution, and the like, ariſeth to them which have 


Chrift ſpecially preſent with their ſpirits, page, 
| I 25,1 26,0. | 


2a) be done, I 21,122,076, 
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Joun 14. verſl.18. 


| x 1 will uot leave you comfortleſſe; 1 will come 
fo Jole 


an F. Hxr1sT and his Church are deare 
ke cach roother : the truth of this 1s at | 
MW large manifeſt in this Chapter. | 
122, Chriſt as a heavenly Husband, bes | 
@ 73 ing toleave his carthly Spouſe; to 
wit, his Church Militant, and ro 
| live with his Father at his right hand in glory,with 
His Church Triumphant ; endevoureth with yari- 
ous verles of this chapter, to Cornfort the fad ſpirit 
of his Beloved Spouſe, which hee perceived was 
} much dejeted. The verſe which I have choſen to 
inſiſt on, is one of them 5 / will »ot leave you Come | 
fortlefſe, ] will come to you. Tn more words let me 
repeat this verſe againe. Thow, O my Love, my | 
D ove, my faire One, art ſad 1 ſee, and diſconſolate y 
as my departure ! As a Lillyin the valley z nay, as 4 
| 35 Lilly | 


Abs 9, > 
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FI Leger. 
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| Lilly ( indeed ) among thornes I ſtall leave or) FY 
| Prince of darkneſſe dwelling in the chuldr:1 of dark- 


| is a hell to both. The God of this world is a De- 
| Spouſe of Chriſt. The father. torments her ſpirit, - 


} nor ſoule, whileſt in this world, can the- Spouſe of 


k 


Heaven come to thee Let it be what weuite "will, 


 andtherefore that thy dwelling in the body may 


' not Rand on ; rather than chou ſhalt be le com- 


Chriſts Communion with. 
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neſſe, will endevour to devoure thee ; Sons of Belial 
will beſet thee. perſeeute and torment thee, as they 
have done mee before rh-e + bat be not at this diſmayed, | 
O fairelt of wonen ! dejefted, as one without all wm 
ſolation : for I will n3t leave thee comfortleſſe, I will 
60me to thee, | 
Whar differeice is there between 2 priſon-houſe | 
and mine owne houſe, if iwcer friends continually | 


' come to me thete ? *Tis a priſon ani no becter wee : 


abide in, whilt we dwell io the body y : ferrer'd wee 
are with many [uſts, and grone wee do, under the | 
tyranny and oppreſſion of a body of death ; and 

O ! wretched men that we are; d: welltng in theſe 
dungeons of clay, if noftiend from Heaven come ! 

to us ? *Tis true, Omy Spouſe, what thou ſayelt ; 


' not bs comfortleſſe, I will came to thee, "7. we wee 
leave thee comfortleſſe, I will come. 
The body is a priſon to the foule.and the world 


vill, and the children of this world Devils;to the. 


and rhe children torment-her flzſh:-ncicher in body 


Chriſt be quiet. Wee that are thus in hell upon ; 
earth, ſhall quickly be comfortleſſe, if no friend. 
from Heaven come to us. True,oh my Spouſe: but 
'to prevent this, / well come to thee. From Heaven to 


Earth (indeed) is a leng journey ; bur yerthis I'le 


fortleſſe, in any condition upon (earth, I will from | 


and | 
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| 


| 


| co-nming to me? Nomy Love, I am reſulved to 


| at Sena den Bro = wo. on ann ne SE 


hrs Church Militant. | 


ad be ac de night thou need?s nie, I will come | 
to the; 4{ will not leave you comfortleſſe, I will 
Come 10 197 i; , 

£ fi*tiun hach made many friends upon earth 
fo-1:ke ine, ©) iny Si viour } wilt not thou my hea- * 
venly fciend ſo ieive me? Whar if the Divell caft 
re int piilon? wilt thou come tone there? wilt 
cou vititme whenT iyema naſty roome amongſt 
nalty wrerches, tht curie and ſyeare, which thou 
can't nor endure toheare? Yea, © faireſt of wo- | 
men ! cacher chan thou ſhilr ve comforrcleſſe in ſuch 
2 condition ; / ws come to rhee. | 

Thou wilc co:::e ro mee © ny Saviour.one day; 
bit what if the Devill keep mee in ſuch a priſon 
ten dayzs? Jong time ? till the #707 emter into my 
{ ws ? wilt thou nor wax weary at laſt, and leave 


PI CE ky 
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checontrarie. | 7 w41 nor } /eave thee comfartl:ſſe 
ſ [will ] come to thee. | | 

Why, bur whar if Satan winnow me: as wheat, 
and caſt me into fin, which is more odious to thee 
thin any priſon, thin any place, 'or any thing : 
wil tthou not then ſhike mee off for ever, and ne- 
yer Coine to me more ? This, © faireſt! of women t 
may make me ceaſe comming to thee for a 10- 
ment ;' bur no longer: for T am reſolved not to 
DF leave Jtheecomforeleſſe in any condition either 
of fin or puniſhment. [ will nor ſ leave } thee com- 
fortlefſe © [wil } come to thee. 

My Text. you fee, is Chriſts conjugall promiſe | 
to his Spouſe, of all kindnefſe, durine the time of 
his perſonall abſence. The matter of this promiſe 
is conſolatorie « the forme according to which our 


Saviour expreſſerfthis conſolatorie ianguage ; is | 
% 
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C briſts C onmmunion with, 
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firſt negative ; will not leave you comfortleſſe. Se- 


condly, affirmative ; 7 will come to you. Theſe lat- 
cer words containe the reaſon of what is delivered 
in the former, We cannot be comfortleſle;[ becauſe] 
Chriſt flill comes to us. And thus taking the 
words, you may read them thus, viz. [ will not 
leave you comfortleſſe,[ for ] I'will come to you.No 
condition can be comtortlefle, if Chrift come to us. 

I will not leave you comfortleſſe, ] in. dpiiow v pas 


| leſſe. 1 will not leave yor Orphans, ſaith the Origi- 
nall, w2g0ari7ua, the word comes from, that is 
here tranſlated comfortleſſe, which ſignifies, to bee 
made fatherlefſe and motherleſe ; which becauſe it 
is uſually a condition very comfortleſſe, therefore 
isthe word thus rendred, 5ppayms, comfortleſſe.Thus 
the chilgren of Chriſt ſhall nor be leſt. They are no 
Orphans, which have Chriſt for their Father. They 
are never totally bereft of all comfort, to whom 
Chriſt comes : and thus hee wlll Rill- doe to his 
Church Milicant.Chrift will neyer leave comming 
from Heayen to earth, although it be a very long 
journey, as long as he hath afiy ofie child upon 
earth. / will not leave you comfortleſſe. 

7 will Come to you, ] ipxouat nes vwuarl returne to 
you, faith the Originall ; ſpoken in the Preſent 
Tenſe, and not in the Future, [7 7 will ] returne to 

9, as we have it tranſlated. Ac ci diceret Chriſt 
( faith one ) /e licet nondaum profetlum, jam efſe in 
redits , As if Chriſt had ſaid, although I am not 
yer gone from you, yet am I returning to you, 
Chriſt though not aRually in perſon departed, yet 
; was ready in ſpiritto be preſent with his Spouſe to 

theend of the world. | 
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erparcts, 1 will not leave you fatherleſſe and mother- | 
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I his C burch Militant. 


words, I will put the plaine meaning of them into 


© $0 is Theſis in Divinitie , That the Charch of Chriſt 


Militant ſhall not beleft comfortleſſe, becauſe Christ 
will come to her. Or thus, #o child of Chriſt upon 
earth, ſhall be left comfortleſſe, for (hriſt will come to 


| bim. What Chriſt ſpake at his departure to his | 
| Diſciples, was not for them only, bur for the com- 
{| fort of all his people, to the end of the world. In 


his Diſciples he ſpake thus to all his children, that 
are or ever ſhail be upon the face of the carth, ? will 
not leave you comfortleſſe, I will come to you. 

This comfortable doctrine, that I may fully and 
methodically handle, I will lay open unto you 
theſe foure things : Firſt, thar Chriſt doth come to 
his children upon earth. Secondly,how Chriſt doth 
come to his children upon earth. Thirdly, when 
Chriſt doth come to his childrewupon earth. Laft- 


| ly, why Chrift will take ſo much paines,as to come 


to his children on earth? I begin wich the firſt of 
theſe, to wit, that Chriſt doth come to his Church 
and children upon earth, The truth of this is evi- 


dent by our Saviours owne language, and by each | 
| | godly mans expericuce, | 


Our Sayiour, net only in my Text, but in many 


1 other places protnifed to come to his Church Mili- 


tant, and therefore ſurely he doth come to his peo- 


| ple on earth - for Chriſt is God, and God cannot he, 


28r vepent. What Chriſt hath ſaid he will doe, that 
he will faithfully 


| | aud los I ans with you alwajes, even to the end of the | 


B world, 


| Thus hauing paraphraſtically gone over theſe 


—_ 


| 


|| pecforme to 2 tittle : for faithfull 2 
| 1 * hethat hath promiſed, GithThe Apoitle. Go therg-. 

| | fore and teach all Nations, teaching theyn to 0b- 

| | ſerve all things, whatſeever 1 have commanaea you ; 
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| il Amen, Maih.2 8. 19,20, Thi is place he 2CWes 
; plainly,thar Chriſt doth co:ne to his chilgren upon 
earth + and that he will doe this tothe end of the 
| world. For Minifters { of all men ) ro walk faich- 
; fully in their places, _— their lock to 0&ſerve 
| | [ all ]rhings that Chriſt hath groen thens im charge; 
| | Will co't hw hoz water : eſpecially hving in cor- 
_ © OI This our Saviour tenderly contidered: 
and cherefore that 11s Diſciples might not be dif. 
| ; hearrencd , hee aſſures them of his company unto 
| the laſt, to fipport and corafortthem. Loe / am with 
nou to the end ' of the world. Chriſt by this phraſe of 
| {peech doth hint us, that what hee thus ſpake; 
ſhould reach further than unto thoſe to whorn then | 
: he appearcd : namely, roall Miniſters and people 
' rotheend of the werld,that ſhall faichfully _— 
; their places and callings to his honour. 
{ TI might here tell you, that not onely Chrifts 
| word ; butalſo Chriits name ſets forth the ts 
| of chis, that Chiit is with his Church Milicant, 
| and fo con{equently, that he doth come to her. He | 
| | WAS C3 alled Zzxanscl, which being interpreted, 7s | 
| | God with us, Mar.1, 23: Which name was not only. 
' | ; ro nate Chriſt; as then corporally preſent with bis | 
| Church : bur to noteChrilt as one having aRually | | 
; aſſumed our nature, and ſo to be more olorioully | 
! preſent with his Church to the end of the world, | 
i chan ever from the beginning after «Adams fall. 
| Now as the faid of her husband, as his ame is, IC 
7 ie he; Nabal is his name, and folly it with him: 16 | 
; nay the Spouſe ſpeake of her Tt wi Chriſt ; as 
| his n2me is, {o is he, Emanuel is his naine, which 
i hpmifies God with ws, and fo indeed is Chriſt. Heis 
7 | continually with us. What Davidfaid of himlclfe, | 
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His ChurcB' Militant. 


pas : In in reſpe of Chriſt . that may we truly ſay of | 
f the © | Chriſt, in reſpe& of Us, Nevertheleſſe (faith he) | 


Fiche || 1 1 am continually with thee ; thou haſt holden me by © 
ſerve 4 My right band. Though Chriſt dwell in Heaven, | 
{and weoneatrth; yet neyertheleſſe he is continu- | 


wg) | ally comming to us, and abiding With 11s. | 
lereds | The godly have, and do find the truth of this by | 
e dif. 11 1 bleſſed experience, which is the ſecond thing ; and 


ae chat which I rather init on, for the cotfirmittion 

wich | 2 che tcuch in hand : becauſe againſt expericnce 
|} chere is no diſputation. Peter' found the truth of 

aſc of 

Jake ; || this, that Chriſt comes to his children upon earth, | 
* {J thar their condition may not bee comfortieile. | 


} ten | & 
Donls if Herod caſt Peter into priſon, and thoughtto have | 
yople made him comfortlefſe ; but Chriſt cane wo him, | 
DS | as you may ſee. And behold (faith the Texr) cbs ! 
| 
PE Ar ell of the Lo came upon __ on A Li: | 
hriſts | gell of RD = | 


Tk raiſed hins tt 9 ſapthg 5 -20uf p45 abby, a and Fe Fr; 


's | 
_—_— | chaines fell off from his bard. The Tem Cs by a a forme l 
4 Ir | of tones thought to have made Steven comfortleſſe. | 
| wy {bur Chriſts comming to him prevented ir. Chritt | 
hb | ſo glorioufly came to him in that deadly Rorine, | 
n > that hee found more comfort (T belcev e) rhan ever | 
ually {he did beforc in his life : for hve looked ap j'- tfa- 
oully | Hy mto Heaven, and ſaw the glorie of God, 05: ; | 
'orld, $/225 Sanding at the right hand of Gs ed : hee fav the | 
fall. | Heavens oJo pened ready ro receive him, which tran(- 
is, fo /cendently revived him : which glorious vition he | 
e- fol {could never have ſeen, had not Chriſt come to ! 
t 3 as [Þ Ehim. Pax! likewiſe found the truch of this point; 
vhich | when hee had left eAthens, and came to preach to | 
fem ſche Gemiles at Corinth, He waz very fearfull, what 
lclfe, Eſuccefſehee ſhonld find in his Miniſterie, amongl | 
182 \Þ B 5g the | 
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the barbarous Gentiles. Now our tender Saviour, 
that Pant myght nor be overborne with feare, and 
mage heattlefſe and comfortlefſe, graciouſly comes 
ro him in a. viſion, as you may read. 7 hen 5 ke 
the Lord to Panl by noht in a viſion, Be not afraid, 
| but ſpeake. and hold not thy peace. for I am with thee; 
| | and 1:9 man ſhall ſet on thee to hizrt thee, for. I have 
| wuch peeple inthis Citie, Thus at another time 
| Chrilt came to Pazxl, that he might not be left 
comfortlefle, when hee was pleading his cauſe be- 
fore Anamas, and like to be pulPd in peeces, Ard 
| the right following (faith the Text) the Lord ſtood 
ty him, and ſaid ; be of good cheere Panl. for as rhou 
aff teſtified of me tn Jeruſalem, ſo muſt thou alſo 
beare witxeſſe at Rome. Atanother thne, Act, 23+ 
T1. Panl and Silas together had experience of this 
triith, that Chriit comes to his thucch Militant. 
| As thy were powring out their ſouls rogerher in | 
| ' proyer, Chriſt wonderfully came to them: he | 
| 
| 
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came in an Eartkquake, and made the forndations | 
of the priſon ſhake, and fo opened all the priſon doors, | 
and loofed every priſoxers bonds, Comfortable was | 
Chriſts comming to Pax! and $:/as, but terrible to 
the Gaoler ; for hee ſeeing in what manner Chrilt 
broke it and reicued his ſervant, would have kil- 
ied himfelfe , bur Chriſt came graciouſly to his 
foule alſo, and reſcued it out of the hands of the 
Devill. Happy was it for this man, that Chriſt did 
finiſh two works in one journey ; to wit, come 
to Paul and Silas, and deliver their bodies out of 
priſon, and withall come to their Gaoler, and de- 
liver his ſoule out of priſon too, In an Earthquake 
Chriſt came both to Prifeners and Gaoler : for 


| the Gaoler came trembling to the Priſoners of 
hope, 
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hope, as x man in deipaire 3 and fell downe, faith 


the Text. before Panl and Silas,” T1s no matter how + 
Chriſt come to us, ſo hee cornfort us before he leave 


us. Tnus I have ſhewed co you, thatrCuRisT 
doth cone'to his Church Militane, | 

The ſecond thing that I am to ſhew you, for | 
the opening of the point; is, how Chrifi doth | 
coine to his Church Militznt. To this I will an- 
ſwer, Firlt, more generally. aud briefly : Second- | 
ly, more particularly and fully. More generally 


and briefly, I anſwer thas:Thrift viſits his Church 


_ "I RS 


Militant; as David viited and conforted Pann, 
| to wit, mediately by his {pirir, as David did me- | 


diately by his ſervants. {nd 1. will pray the Fa- | 
ther, and hee (hall give yow another comforter, that | 
he may abide with- yox for ever ; even the | Spirit of 
ruth, &c. Toh. 14.16.17.Peter” found the truth 
of his, that Chriſt by his Spirir comes now to his 
Church Militanc. #/hile Peter thought on the viſe 
oz, [the Spirit] ſaid nnta him, behold three men 
ſeek thee, 

But1n the ſecond place, that may more parti- 
cularly and fully anſwer to this queſtion ; to wit, 
how Chriſt doth come to his Church Militant, to 
comfort her in all conditions I will lay before 
you the generall conditions of mankinde : and 
thew you how Chriſt by. his Spirir, as a Com- 
torter, Comes' to us 18 them. The generall con- 
ditions of mankinde are two, profperitie and ad- 
verſtie. 

Proſperity would ſoone bring the foules of Gods 
people to a comfortlefſe condition, did not Chrift 
by his Spirit come to them. Saran, that evill ſpi- 
rit is ſo buſte, comming to the children of God, 
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{ when in proſperity, that dig not Chriſt allo come 
to them by his Almighty Spirit to quench all his 
; fiery darts ; their ſoules would ſoon be comort- 
! lefle, the Lord knowes, When Peter was warine 
in the High Prieſts Hall, then thedevilt by a dam- 
| ſell came to him, and fo farre hee prevail*d on hum; 
{ that hzd not Chri looks back upon him, and by 
; his Spirit come to him ; he had beene in a _Coin-| | | 
fortleſſe condition indeed. And thus. would the | | | 
' Condition of gocd men now be, which are warme 
in their neſts with outward things, did not Chrift | © 
' come to them ; when the ſons of God be honou- | + ! 

rable, and great amongſt the ſonnes of men,as Da-| | 
' vidand Solomon, Job, Iacob, and Abraham wore; | 
{ then the devil} in point of policy, though not out of | 1 
; love, viſits them often ; and by often comming to | #* | 
' them then ; drawes their precious ſoules into mat:y | | 
; finnes, as pride, ambition, malice, ſenſualry, and 
' the like ; which like Cankers, quickly frer and eat | 
; out all divineconfolation in the ſoule, and leave it 
like the Prodigall,feeding upon huskes ; lolacing | | | 
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it ſclfe with no other joy and content, then what | } | 


LENS : 
» L wy __Y 
COTA a rr er 
Os Cre ——_o oe __R_rTw_—_—_ 


—-. DE ee en ar cr en Hen Oe—_ -—— 


wa, -»- 


* oo paeI—P—CQe 


rn OT 


| tne barecreature diprt in finne will afford the ſenſe, 
| which, you muſt needs ſay, is of all comfortleſle | ! 
| conditions,the moſt and worſt comfortiefle. Now | * 


| that theſe may not be lefc in this comfortlefle {tate, | 
to periſh eternally, Chrift by his Spirit thus comes 
ro them. Firit in a ſocet ſtil] voice- behinde them | 
as the Prophet ſpeaks, ſaying, ſomertmes in the 
mid{ of their ſenſualtie, this is not the way to e- | | 
{ ternall joy : no, this is the way, O fenſuall foule, | 
walke in 1. NT W-- 7 
| | This flill voiceftrikes'a damp in the merry ſen- | | 
| ſuall foule of a Chriſtian, and makes his heart in | _ : 
| the | F | 
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ne | | the midit of vaine laughter, ſad. If this be not 

11S {| prevalentenough to turn him, but on againe hc 

wel will-in his finfull way ; then Chriſt comes with 

NC a witneſſe, in thundring and lightning, to convince | 

* and fting the conſcience, as hee did to the Ifraclires | | 
"|  j cobring them to ſe2 their wickednefſe in chuting | | 
| || aKing, -untill God thunder'd and liohten'd from | | 
1- | | | heaven fearefully, they laid not to heart their re- | 
| | jeting Ged as their King, but went on firongly ; | 
WJ; and unzffcQedly 3 in their way. And juſt thus oft- | | 
{t | | times it is, with many of the ſcnnes of Ged in | | 


i- | © | proſperity : the ſtill veice of Chriſt ſweerly ſug-1 


my | veſting, and mildcly checking for Fnne, is not; 

-- | ' ; ſtrongenough to ſtop and turne them ; untill rhe! 

f | Angelofthe' Covenant come downe into the con(- | | 
©} - | cience, and ſtand with a flam:: np Sword, threat- | 

J | | { ning ncthing but Hell and Dearh, 1t they make | = 
d, | | on 01 4 itep farther, they {liop nor tyrne not ; Whicn | 

it! 7 | tho ugh 1 not Chriſts narurail carrfoge to his chil- ! 
It; dr dren, yet he will in tender love deny himſelfe thus | 

Ss, | fa arre, 25 to Put oN an aff. iohtning Vizzard UPON | 


i } | bis ſmiling countenance, and come rerribly, and | 
| 


5 | fave violently, by plucking his children our of the | 
a | ] | fire, rather then hee will leave any of his ſo com-| | 
Y | | | fortlefic, as to periſh remedilefle, Chrit will peak K | | 
» | | | outand ſpeak plaine, as hee did to David by Na-! 
S | | | raan, when a {till voice, and ſecret Flent hints and | 
>| | | becks will not Go, He will cone and Jay his: | 
« | { mouth to a mans eare and cry aloud, w hen ny 
* | | | perceives that the pleaſure or profit of finne hath | 
» |} | made him very deafe : hee will never leave Crying 1 | 

! | and calling, ſtriking and knocking, till he hath | | 
*| # | madethe Jake foule heare, and humbtc himſelſe | | 
! | , { with Pererand David, and then he puls cf * the) 
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terrible Vizzard from his countenance, and lookes |: 
| upon the mourning penitent, with a countenance | ? 
like Lebanon, and his lips drop ſweer ſmelling || 
myrrh, into his broken ſpirit : and fo is not left| 
comfortleſle, according to Chriſts promiſe, / wil| . 
net leave you confortleſſe, I will come to you. ; 

But ſuppoſe Satan ſhould not bee bufie , com- 
ming to the ſonnes of God in proſperitie ; yet| | 
would worldly proſperity be a comfortleſſe condi-| |; 
tion, ſhould not Chriſt by his Spirit come to them, | 
Riches and honours, together with all other de-| 
l:ghts of the ſonnes of men ; they are as the white| 
of an Egpe, things without ſavour, unleſſe Chriſt | * 
come along with them to us : they tire and weary, | 
pricke, diſtra&t and vex a man : they rob him of! , 
his ſleepe, and many times of his wits, nay of his 
precious life : they drowne mens foules in pride, | | 
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voluptuouſneſle, fecuritie, and fo ſet them in the; 
next way to hell. This ſnare waits at every un- + 
| godly mans table, which makes proſperity to him|.! 
- { comfortleſſ-, This ſnare, that it may not catch the ? 
godly s Chriſt comes to them by his Spirit, and || 
ſanifies proſperitic by them : Hee reaches ther | 
how to abound ; that is, how ſo to uſe the creature; 
| as toehjoy ſerviceand comfort from it : and to 
| bring honaur and glory by it. 
| The creature us emptie of what it promiſeth ; and 
| entifing with what it hath : and this makes profpe- |! 
{| ritte to every carnall man,a comfortleſle condition. |: 
| Now to take off both theſe , Chriſt comes to his |}; | 
children which enjoy the creature, plenteouſly : he |? 
comes in the creature, and fo cures the emptineſſe [ | 
of it : that is, by his blefing he makes ir ſattsflable [- 
and contentfull to the enjoyer, which it is not of it * 


Jelte:'Y 


Ca CRT tte. 44. CY 5 hoo A. 


vue abit eat Red. wt ets Ponte Det ai £0 wn mg Pen. 
wa. = ET $* 0 *X / 


_ Pl 


Ac cm 
o - 


Ld 
Sad. Wa" Dt Ct. a. 


; 
418 
. 4 s 
1 F 

i 

) > 

37 
if 


| 
| 
Gi 
| 


—— 


\ 


— 100 MS re Oo i pe ee gr rn yen -» x "= 


——_ _ - w—_—_ ww al. .. þ&, « PER 
_ — 
ar 
_ 


' V 


TY _— 


a—- 
- 
—_——_cd_— 
Wh 
"A. 


- CO_ 
— 


UM 


- 
CT en . - a m_ _ c 0 pre — —— —_——— 
ubepr! WM Bos FG SEES Oe Þ | : ps Ir POE IR _ 
MOR a Ra ah phy, I NETS. FIR 2th RY n T ; ' 
——— Y eaten i bes hy T 
2 oth er RA tu - —__ 


— 


_— 


UMI 


&| | doth by the creatureleade the ſoules of bis children | 

[to the Creatour : by the ſweet of che one, hee lifts 
:[ up their ſoules ro heaven, to admire the ſweerneſle 
+| of the other : fo that, that which others are cnriſed 
| and beſotted with, and reſt in, chat they take wing 
[| from to flee to heaven, whence comes every good 


hes (harch Militant, | 
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[with The creature, to cure the entifing of it, Hee 


and perfeR gift, which is that indeed that makes 

proſperitie a comfortable condition ; which other- 

wile is comfortleſſe enouch, the Lord knowes. 
Secondly , adverfitic would be a cotmtortlefſe 


——_— 


;| condition to the godly, if Chriſt by his Spirit did | 


not come to them : This I ſuppoſe none will deny; 
For uo affliction in ut felfe ts comfortable or joyful, 
but comfortleſle, if Chriſt by his Spirit doe not 
come to us, Corporall afflition 1s a comforcleſic 
condition, unlefſe ChriF come to us, and be our | 
Phyfitian. Spirituall afliRion is a more comfort- | 
lefle condition, if Chrifl doe not come to us, | 
Here theſe two queſtions are neceſſary to be an-. 
ſwered : firſt, how doth Chriſt come to us in cor- 
porall atHition 2? Secondly, how doth Chriſt come | 
to us IN ſpirituall afiction ? | 
To theſe queſtions both together, I thus aniwet: | 
Chriſt the Phyſitian of ſoule and body, comes to | 
both with comfort in one way ; and that is by | 
helping the ſoule to apply the promiſes of God, 
which are ſutable to his diſtreſſe. Ifa child of God | 
bee | 
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1 ſelfe: this is the peculiar gaine that atrends tis] 

1 godly : Chriſt comes in the creature to them, and lo 
| cures theemprineſſe of ir, and puts ſuch a ſuperna- 
| rurall vertue and {weernefle in it; that they are 
| rhexewith contented, And as Chriſt comes|[_ in ] che 
"| creature to cure the emptineſſe of it, ſo hee comes 


*—< - —_—_ ——_ oO OSS OO —_—_ 


4 4_—— —— ot Amer» mY 


_ a> a—— es. tos. 4 4s «a 


TO Im ee Saeoo——_— 


1 P32" > aw DS © Wn er _— — ——__—_— ——  _———_— OE rInns worry 1 { ' 


[4 Cinifs (0 ommunjon with 


aermm_es 
FR"  C—_ CL 


be ſad and | forrowfall, becauſe of corporal] aMitti- : 
| | on, Chriſt comes to him by his Spirit, with this] 
| ' comfortable language, I am all-ſufficient. Chriſt by Þ 
his Spirit, ſpreads abroad this Cardinall promiſe ' | | 
before the fad ſoule, and ſhewes him what a depth } | 

| | of mercy is folded upinit. There is a ſufficiencie-| } | 
of wiſedome in me, to find out Wayes _ neancs } 
to deliver thee;though never ſo low broughe. There | | 
| 


ax. 
— — 


is likewiſe a ſuficiencie of power, to proſecute rioht '}. 
' mcanes to accompliſh their right end. Nay, there 
| js a ſufficiencie in me; to worke about 900d for 
thee, O ſad foule, without meanes. 

There's a ſufficiencie of affetion and will, to | 
| declare power and wiſedome, with every attribute. 
elſe, for thy good. If for all this application and 5; 
amplification of a oenerall promiſe, the foule fill 
| droope under ſome corporal calamitie ; Chriſt | 
| _—_ then in ſuch a ſoule,as Jacobs ſons and daughs= | 
 rers did for him, They roſe up (faith the Text ) and | 
eforealiii - Gen.57-35- So Chriſt by his Spt- 
| Fit, afcer a lively manner indeed. riſes up 11 ſuch a || 
fouke to comfort him : and now hee leades this F 
mourning Chriſtian ro ſome particular promile ; |þ 
that is, ſuch a promiſe as {peakes not of deliverance || 
1n generall, but of deliverance-in particular, out of | 3 
! this or that kind of diſtreſſe, which he g:oanes un- | # 

| der. As rogive you an inſtance ; ; ſuppoſe a Chri- | f 
' lian be ſd and take tought, as Chrit faith Y/7at 
i he (hall eat, and what he ſhall drinke, and wherewith- 
all he ſhall be clothed : then the Comforter comes | | 
| | with this particular promiſe, which ſpeakes of de- 
| | Iiveranceout of this particular diſtrefle. Firf#, ſecke 
| , the Ksagdome of God and his rightcenſneſſe; and all 
fl efe things ſhall be added unto you : take therefore 90 
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| thought for to morrow, for to moyeyrw (hall take | 
| thonght for the things of it (elfe. Mar.6.33,34.. If | 
by | yer tor all this, the ſpirit of a Chriſtian fill com- | 
iſe | | plaine, as one fearing he ſhall want daily bread for | 
pih | himand his; then the Comforter comes, and per- 
cie-| | ſwades the ſoule to refl quietly upon the promile | | 
ncs | of God. He ſpeakes now to the complaining Chri- 
ore 4 [tian, as the Levites father in law did to him, Com- | 
ohe fort thy ſelfe, 1 pray thee, with a 219rfell of bread, | 
{re | | 7#4ges 19, Comfort thy ſelfe, © mourning ſoule | | 
for -| 1 pray thee: with this particular promiſe, which is | 
| outa morſell of that bread, which came down from | 
to (maven, one of the leaſt favours that Chriſt hath | 
ute | procured for thee, to wit, a right and intereſt in the | 
nd | creature : with this perſwaſive Janguage, doth | 
ill | Chriſt follow the complaining foule. untill he hath | 
iſt | perſvwwaded him, to owne his owne mercy ? and fo | - 
1- |] he keepes his children in povertie,from being com- | | 
»d | fortleſſe. | 
1- || As Chrift in corporall afictions comes to his 
2 7] children, and keepes them from being comfortleſle; | 
is ©| ſolikewiſe he comes to them in ſpiritnall aflicti- | 
- || ons, that they may not be left comfortleſſe. If a | 
| childe of God be fad and forrowfull, becauſe of this | | 
+| or that ſtrong temptation ; the Comforter thea « | 
| Comes to hin with this ſweet language : My grace | | 
j- | £| 15 fſaſſicient for thee. Thou prayelt ,) and Satan | 
# | }| tempts thee ; thou doelt faſt and pray, and yet Sa- | 
- || ran and thy Iut are more violent upon thee ; thou | 
s | + | doeſt all this with bitter teares, and Saran is the | | 
- | > | more bitterly bent againſt thee : and thou art foil'd | 
e | |; | every moment. By this O winnowed ſoule ! Chrift 
[ | | | would ſhew thee, that thou wilt be comfortleſle, in 
| the midſt of all thy fore foule-Jabour, unlefſe hee 
BED. come / | 


= Chrifts (ommunion with | 


come to thee. T his ſame ſhall comfort us, concerning | 
the worbe and toile of our hands, ſaid Lamech of \. 
Noah: fo may we ſay of Chriſt ; this ſame mult |! 
comfort us, concerning the labour and toile of our || 
foules with any temptation : or elſe wee ſhall be] 
comfortleſſe,though we labour never fo much. And 7; 
this Chriſt doth and will doe, / will nor leave jou j\ 
comfortleſſe, I will come to you. [” 

If a Chriſtian lic languiſhing, becauſe of Satans |# 
prevailing upon him by temptation , that we may |? 
no: be comfortleſle in this condition, Chritt by his |: 
Spirit comes to him, and ſhewes him the fountaine |! 
of his blood, how deepe it is, and how free it is. |! 
How deepe ir is, that it will drowne all ſinne ; Sins || 
after converſion, as well as before : finnes often re-| 
peated, as well as ſinnes onely committed. And then | 
he ſhewes the wounded foule, how free rhis foun- | 
caine js, for any that hunger and therſt for it, for any|_ 
that are weary and heavy laden, 1 John 1.7, and| 
deſire to be eaſed by it ; and fo by degrees drawes | 
tne wounded foule, to waſh his wounds in 1t by | 
| faith, and ſo Chriſt heales and comforts him. As|# 
| the brethren of Ephram comforted him, when he|F 
mourned becauſe the men of Garth had lain his fon, | 
| I Chro.7.22, So Chrifl comes to us, and comforts || 
| u3, when the devill by his temptations hath almoſt | F 
{lainc our ſoules, hee like the good Samaritan, |# 
powres in oile & wine into our wounds, and cures | 3 
us. Though Satan paſſe by, and his limmes paſſe 
by-and leaveus comfortlefſe in the day of wounds 
| and bleeding, yer Chriſt cannot, fo full of bowels | 
is he, nor will not, / will not leave you comfort- |: 

If a Chriſtian lie languiſhing, becauſe of often |! 
| | and 
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His Church Mititant. i BF 
— A and trequent relapſes, after promiſes and purpoſes 
7] ro doe better ; If chis Chriſtian in the anguiſh of 
his ſpirit ſpeak to every godly friend, as rhe Pro- 
pher did to bis, Therefore ſaid F, looke away from me, 
| 1 will weepe bitterly, labour not to comfort me becauſe | | 
] of che ſporling of the daughter of my people ; Iſai. 22. | 
2] 4+ Looke away from mee, O ye my Chriſtian 
7 friends ! yea, and you, my faithfull Miniſter ; for I 
7 will weeepe bitterly, labour not ro comfort me, 
*| becauſe of the ſpoyling of my ſoule, by ſo often 
'Y || finnirg. againſt yowes and promiſes, favours and | 
{| bleffings : Chriſt comes to this ſoule, and will not 


| 


} 


| 
1 


b 

"7! leave him comfortleſſe in this condition, ( though | 
57: ir be indecd a very deſperate condition. ) The | 
*| Comforter uſually takes this courſe, wich this com- | | 

| fortlefle ſoule, to powre in ſome oyle into his deepe | 
wounds : he reaſoneth with him from the mercy of | 
-| man, to the mercy of God ; from a drop, to the | 
| Ocean , and it may be faflens upon his owne lan- 
|| euage oncedeliyered ro Peter, Petey came to our 


7 | Savionr and ſaid, Lord, how oft ſpall my brother fin | 


— 
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+| againſt me, and 1 forgrve him? till ſeventimes? le- | | 
| ſes ſatth unta him, F ſay not unto thee untill ſeven | 
| | rimes, but untill ſeventy times ſeven; Matthew 18. | 
| 21,22. From this {pcech, the Comforter thus reaſo- 
Þ | neth, with th:s ſad and fore wounded ſoule,visz... If | 
# | Chriſt would have Peter, a finfull man : ſhew fo 
2 | much mercy to one, ſo often offending him; ſurely | | 
7 | Chriſt, a holy God, and infinite in love, is ready 
: to ſhew much more compaſſion Himſelfe, to thoſe | 
% | that are penitent, though they haye ſinned times | 
1s # | withoutnumber againſt him. Thus the Comfor- | 
= |: | ter leades this deſperate Chriſtian, as a weake | 
* | Wounded man by the hand ; from the mercy of 
"Wl. many 
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nr man, to the mercy of God: and encblen Bum this J. 
. way, after ſome ſpace of time, to rake in comfort : F 
for Chriſt is reſolved, he will not Icave this Chri- |! 
Nan comfortlefle, Chriſt will never leave com-| © 
; ming to this comfortleſſe ſoule, with this ſpeech of 
' his ro Perer, and others *of like nawre (as Chriilt F 
is well furniſhe for a comforter) untill he hath A 
| brought him to drink willingly (tor Chiilt forceri 
no Phykick upon any Patient) of the cup of con- | 
 folation more orleſle ; and the longer ck-ſoules Lk 
_ turne away their heads from this cup; ; the more |” 
' (many times) he perſwades them to drink at laſt. |! 
| - If Chriſt z7extand? pratia, for trialls ſake, hide ||; 
——— from a Chriſtian, and fo ſet him a mour- |! 
ning ; I ſhall ſhew you by and by, how he comes 3 
to This: is a condition (though of all deſerted 
| conditions the bet) which will make a Chriftian 7 
' heart comfortlefſ> indeed. T how didft hide thy face, |; 
and I was troubled. Pſal. 30. 7. Gods hiding his 2 
| face, though but for trialls ſake ; will fo crouble q 
a Chriſtian, that he will quickly be a burthen to £7 
| himſclfe, and feare round about, ag 'tis ſaid of Pa- Þ| 
' flur. 'Twil make him weary of the night, and | 
| | weary of the day ; weary of his owne houle, ard | 
| weary of Gods houſe - weary of mitth, ae ac- || 
; count it madneſle , . weary of riches, honours, yea 
life i it ſelf. and wiſh for death. O hat 1 m: oht have 
| 215 requeſt, aud that God world grant me the thing 
that 7 long for, even that it would pleaſe God to de- 
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ftroy me, that hee would let his hand looſe and out | 


me off ; then ſhould I yet have comfort : then ſhould 
I ſee the face of God, which I long like oſes 
to ſee; then would he lift up the light of his lo- 


| vVIng countenance, and Cauſe his face to ſhine glo-|| 


: riouſly | © 
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F rioully upon mee, whereas now I walke in the | 
£ valley, and ſhadow of death ; darke dayes arc all 
'} that goe over my head ; the glorious Sonne of 
| rzghreouſnefle ſhines not upon my fſaule, from 
|] mornins to night. To rhis ſad ſoule thus be maa- 
| ning hinſelfe tor want of his beloved, Chriſt his 
{ well beloved thus comfortably comes. There hath 4 
| | 20 temptation taken hold on thee yet, O mourning 
2 /orle ! but that which is common to man : and be al- 
2] fared of this ; that Godis farthfull by whom thou art 
| rempred, aud will wot try thee above that which thou 
||| art able : bur will with the temptation alſo make a | i 
| way to eſcape, that thow mai ſt be able to beave it. | 
| I.Cor.12.15- Fora moment, O faireſt of Wo- 
8 Be , 
2| men, I ſaw juſt cauſe to hide my face from thee, to 
| try the truth of thy love to me : but know ; that. 
2} with everlaſting kindnefſe will I have mercy on 
| thee. Thy dulnefle alſo in my ſervice, and thy 
| low-prizing my company, did ſomething trouble 
| mee; but know, that #6 monntaines (hall depart, 
| andthe hills be removed, but my kindnefſe ſhall ne- 
| wer depart from thee-for this is as the waters of Noah 
"|| 2r:b0 me ; as I have ſworne that the waters of Noah 
| | /pornld no more go over the earth; fa have 1 ſworne 
E | that [ will not be wroth with thee, noy rebuke thee. 
| O thor afflifled, and toſſed with tempeſt, 4nd ot 
E | comforted ; behold 1 will lay thy flones with faire bE 
| colours, and lay thy foundations with Saphirs, and 1 
*| will mabe thy windows of Agats, and thy gates of 
Carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleaſant 5 aphs Is, 
| | Iſai. 45.8.9, Our of this ſweet language ofthe i 
E | Prophet ro the naturall branch ; the Comforter 
E | will fetch ſach precious water of life, to revive | ] 
hs deſerted ſoule : with theſe Eifles of his lips will | 
hee f 
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| hee ſo comfort him ; that he ſhall be conſtrained 
| ro ſay with David ; Thou, which haſt fhewed 
| 22e2 great tronbles, haſt quickned mee againe, 
| and haſt brought mee up agame from the 
depths of the earth, thou hat increaſed -my joy, 
and comforted me on every fide, Plal. 71. 6.1] | 
7 could hitherto, O my God ! fee thy back-parts 3 | * 
ſome {ad attributes of power and juſtice, which 
| did terrific my ſoule to looke on ; but lo, now Z 
ſce thy glory, thou haſt cauſed it glorioully to 
paſſe by mee : nay, to ſhine upon mee: I ſee thy 
| | face like Lebanon, comely as the Cedars ; and 
| hexewith is my lenging foule farisfied, as with 
marrow and farenefle, This is my comfort, in nine, 
affliction ; for thy Spirit, O Chriit | by thy word 
hath revived me. So that this Soul ; thou&h ve- 
ry forrowfull, yet 1s not left comfortleſſe netther. 
Thus I have anſwered the ſecond Q #evre, to wit, 
| how Chriſt comes to us. 
| The third thing that I am to ſhew you; is. 
| When Chrifl comes to us. 1 will not leave you com- 
| fortlefſe. I will come to you. Bur when, O my Sa- 
| viour, wilt chou come to as? To this Tanſwer firſt | 
| more generally , then more particularly, and des | 
terminately. More generally and briefly, I anſwer | 
 thus,Chcift is already comegand is preſent with his 
Church Militant and will be to the end of the 
world, as hath been already proved. 7 ans come 
\ 21718 12y o erden, my Siſter, my Spouſe, I have ga- 
| rhered my /Ayrrh with my Spice ; I have eater my 
Derey combe with my honey : I have drunke my wine 
with my milk, Cant. 5+. 1, Chriſt wee fee by this 
fweet languages is come, and is with xs already, 
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But when will he come to mee in particular, as a | : 
Comforter? This is the queſtion. To this T anſwer | | 
firſt negatively,chen politively.NegativelyT anſwer 
thus : viz,Chriſt doth not come rous in this valley 
of teares, as eArox was comanded to come into the 
{ | holy place ; Let hinz not come at all times, faith the 
| | Lord deft be die. Ley.16,2.1f Chriſt ſhould net come 
{| to us at all times of our diſtrefle ; wee ſhould die 
{{ under our burthen,ſo comfortleſs would be our cons | 
'*| dition, When my body is afflicted, I ſhall be com-. 
#| fortleſſe, If Chriſt do not come to me. When my 
*| foule is afflited,I ſhall be more comfortleſs,ifChriſt | 
| do not graciouſly come to me. When my head 
3] akes,teeth akes, back akes.or belly akes : yea, when | } 
} my leaſt finger, or Joynt in my body akes, I ſhall 
1] becomfortleſle, unlefle Chrifl come to mee, fo do- j q 
{ lorous and comfortleſſe a Creature is man. | ; ; 
{ Wherefore as a poſitive anſwer, to the queſtion | | 
1,cre-while propoſed, know, that Chriſt comes to | 
{ his, Church Militant, at all cimes: as long as bis {| . {| 
people live in this valley of teares, and are in any | 

| 

| 


—— 


diftreſſe of ſoule or body, Hee comes to them in j 
proſperity, to ſweeten that, or elſe there would be L 
bur a little comforc and {weetnefſe in it ; bur hee | 
comes to them in all adyerſity, after 2 more ſpe- | 
ciall manner to ſweeter that, being of ir (elfe very | 
bitter ; birterneſſe in the abſtra& : my meanins is, | 
altogether bitter, without the leaſt ſwearnefle or | 
3s. ae it,to ſoule or body:for no affliction is in 

{the leaſt manner or meaſure joyous; bur as Chriſt, | 


by his kind comming to us then, makesit ſo. | | 
But here I ſha!l bee thus queſtioned vis. If | ; 
Chriſt as a Comforter comes to his Church Mili» | 
Frant in every diftrefſcof foule atid body ; how is | 
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| it that many of God: childten, in corporall and 
{piricuall 2ſt1&1ons, utter comfortleſle and hope- 
lefle language, as thoſe that finde no Comforter || 
cone to them ? Is chy mercy cleane gone, and ha#t || 
thou forgotten te be gracious ? (faith David) haſt || 
thou (hnt up thy ILving kindreſſe in diſpleaſure? and 
wilt thou not be no more intreated, &6. Many ſuch | 
like ſad and dolorous complaints are fill uttered || 
by fone of Gods deare children : now if Chriſt as || 
a Comforter come to His in every diſtrefle ; why || 
is it thus with ti e'c ? | | 
 TothisI willgiveanſwer firſt more indireRly | 
thus. PoTibly that foule which thus complaines, || 
cannot bur confeſle, that Chriſt hath come and} 
tendr'd comfort to. him; though he through an- | 
| euifh and unbeleife refus'd it. Now if our ſoule- | 
Phytitiat come from heaven to us, and bring cor- | 
dials for us. and wee willnot take them, bur caſt | 
them bchinde our backs ; ſhall our Phyſitian bee 
blamed for unfairbfullnefle and negligence to-'{ 
wards his Patients, as one that did nor viſit them? Þ 
Aoaine, poſſibly too, this Soule which thus| 
complaines, muſt conf-fſe that Chriit came to him 
at the very beginning of his untractablenes ro-| 
wards God, and cold him that this would quick-F 
ly bring him inta a comfortlefſe condition, if notlf 
timely lookt unto ; and bid him againe, and as} 
oaine, by a ſweet fill voice behinde him, to beef 
more pliable to God, as he rendred his fayour and? 
his owne comfort. Chriſt came to his Spouſe, 
ſaying Open to me my Sifter, my Love, my Dove 
"y faixe one for my head is filled with dew, and mm} 
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lockes with the drops of the night. But though Chrilt? bi 
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thus kindly cameto his Spouſe, yet ſhee unkind-? n 
| | an 


I Y 
— —— wy — —_— % y 
M— —_ WG a 4, 
nd 
y—_— 
4 


his Church Militant. | 23 4 


Ol T _— Ws 
5 ly puthim off ; and upon the matter no berter then 
or i} lighted him. 7 have put off my coat, how ſhall 1 
q put it on ? ] have waſhed my feet, how ſhall I de- 


| file them? ec. Becauſe of this untratable car- 
ig || riage, Chrift departed from his Spouſe, and then 
FY | ſhee made many complaints : 7 opened to my bels. 
d [ ved, but hee had withdrawne himſelfe and was gone, 
15 || The Spouſe could not now truely fay, that Chriſt 
[had not come to her ; but ſhee might truely ſay | 
{that hee did come to her, but ſhe lighted him, 
ly| and therefore he was forc'd to leave her. Thus *is, 
"|| with many now. They mourne like Rachel, in 
x þ {| cheic miſery, and are not comforted, becauſe none 
| from heaven comes to them : ſuch as theſe, cannot 
{ challenge Chriſt, for not making good his pro- 
{ miſe, to cometo them, if formerly he have come 
jto them, and they have ſlighted him. Ifany | 
+ Phyfitian, obſerving my intemperancy in this or 
that, come to mee and tell mee, unlefle you re- | 
fraine ſuch and ſuch things, you will certainely 
| fall into ſuch and ſuch diſeaſes, which are very | 
{dangerous ; ifI ſlighthim in this, and afterward 
{fall into thoſe diſeaſes, and lye groaning under 
$ them, I cannot blame my Phyſitian, for not com- 
4 ming to me, bnt blame my ſelfe that did fo flight } | 
F him, So *cis betweene Chriſt and many a mour- | 
\Fning ſoule ; Chciſt hath come to them and told 
I them, that ifchey go on in their finfull courſe, and | | 
I thar, that it will rob them quite of their heavenly | 
4 comforts ; bur he in this friendly way hath beene | 
14 fo facreraken with the ſweetnefle of ſomething be- 
4 low Chriſt, and foatlat hath found the evill of | 
J his owne way, according to Chrifts prediction, 
{and yet complaines of Chriſt not comming to 
C 2 _ him 
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aim ; but how jultly judge you, + _ 
Againe, 25 this foule poſſib 


—— 


ly cammor juftly 


Lome to him. That foule which complains after 
Chriſt, cannot truely ſay, that Chriit is. not come 
to hin: for wee never truely defire ro come to 
Chriſt,or that Chriſt ſhould come £o us, ualefle 
hee were already with us, and we with him. 
Chrift, I conclude then, is come to this complai- 
ning foule, though not in that manner and mea- 
ſure as he deſires him. The thought of what I long 
for, if I have leall hope of atraining it ; is a degree 
of conſolation. | 
Finally and more- directly, I anſwer to this 
complaning ſoule thus, Chriſt as a ſenſible and ſa- 
tisfatory Comforter, comes to us at his time, 
| and not at ours, Now Chriſts time to comfort 


i mourners will make him moſt welcome ; and chat | 


complaine,that Chriſt hath not-comeco him:lo pol- |} 
fibly he cannot juſtly complaine, chat Chrift 1s not |? 


is uſually when the ſoule is brought to the grea- 
teſt extremity, that it 15capable of, and not utter- 
ly miſcarry, When Peter was ready to finke on 
the Ser, and <ryed out, Afafter, ſave me or TI pe- 
r:ſ3, then Chriſt came to him, and caught him by 
the hand : chus doth Chriſt pſually come with 
ſenſible and fatisfaRory conſolations, when poore 
 ſoules are almoſt quite ſpent with temprations, 
{ and ſoule anguiſh, and looke every houre when 
they hall dy and drop into hell. Hee ſhall come to 
24 «the latter and former ratne unto.the earth, ſaith 
the Propher. That is, at the ſeaſonableſt time, 
when the foule will make him mofl welcome ,and 
that is, when burnt and {corcht with .Satans fie- 
| ric datts, as the carth with the hear of the ſunne ; 


when | 
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when parcht and Chapt gaping for ſome heavenly | 
Yhowers: then Chriſts viſits will bee kindnefle in- 
deed : and Chriſts conſolations, ſweet indeed. 
This {till remember,O mourning foul ! that Chriſt 
keeps his word, it he doe not /eave us comfortleſſe : 
and this be aflured he will not doe, 7 will not leave 
" [you comfortleſſe, 1 will come to you. 
| | But why wilt thou come to mee, O my Savi- 
our ? To this I an{wer, firſt thus ; viz. Chriſt 
pu come to his Church Militant to bee a Com- 
 [IÞrter to fulfill his Fathers will. The Spirit of the 
| Lord is upon mee, ſaith Chrift, becauſe the Lord 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the meege: 
He hath ſent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaime liberty to the Captive, aud the opening of 
priſon to then; that are bound, to proclaime the ac- | 
ceptable year of the Lord, to comfort all that monrne; 
&c. By this Text we ſee ; that Chriſt is anointed | 
for thisend : To come to us and bee ouc Comfor- | 
ter, whileſt we live here below mourning in $1292. | 
What is ſaid of the three friends of 106, that may | 
[ fay of the bleſſed Trinity, They made an appoint- 
ment together ts come to comfort him. So the blet- 
ſed Trinity have made and appointment together 
0 us by Chriſt; and in all diſtreſſes, ſweetly to } 
FZomfort us, 
Secondly, Chriſt will come as a Comforter to 
1is Church Militant, becauſe hee hath promiſed. 
_ f. as Chriſt promiſed this in my Text; ſo in ma- 
1y other Texts. And if 7 goe away, / will prepare @ 
lace for yor, and will come apaine : aud 1 will pray 
be Father, and he am: give youu another Comforter, 
hat may absde with you for ever. By theſe promi- 
| es Chriſt hath obliged himfelfe,ro come as a Com- 
| C 3 forter { - 
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| muchupon his word : Chriſt is God, and God can 


| when yee are in diftreſſe ? ſaid Jeptha. So ſaith a 


{ did notTI doe what in mee lay to expell thee from |! 


| 


} heaven and earth ſhall paſſe away, but not one 


Chriſts Communion with 0 


forter to us : Jet therefore our deſervings of com- ; 
fort be what they will ; Chriftl will come to us, |} 
becauſe hee hath promiſed he will. Chriftf Rands|! 


not Ih, Though wee beeleeve not, yet hee abideth|. 
faithfull and cannot deny himſelfe. A Cftriſtian is} 
ready to ſay to Chriſt as Zeptha to the Elders of |} 
Gilead : Did not ye hate me, and expell mee ont of || 
my Fathers houſe ? and why are yee come to me now, 
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Chriſtian, did not hate thee O my Saviour, and} 


my ſoule, by my* inning againe and againe a-|: 
einſt thy Spirit ? And why art thou come to mee | 
now, to comfort me in my diſtreſſe > Why, this 
that was foreſaid, may ſuffice, O finfull ſoul, as an. 
anſwer. Chriſt looks not at what thou haſt done 
but at what he hath promiſed ; and his word he 


will keepe, though wee change as the heavens : 


jot ofhis word ſhall fall to the ground. ? will zo | 
leave you comfartleſſe, I will come to yos. | 
Theſe I conceive arethe principall grounds, why | 
Chrift comes as a Comforter to his Church Mili- | 
tant :rwo grounds more may be alledged, as Cau- 
fe minus principales, lefle principle cauſes ; the firſt 
whereof is This. Chriſt comes to us in our diſtreſ- 
ſes as a Comforter, that we may not ſtretch out 
our hands unto iniquity. Man in diftrefle is ſo de- . 


firous of eaſe, thatif Chriſt doe not come to: him 
and comfort him, he*ll goe to Sinne and Satan 
for eaſe. Cain was diſconlolate, and becauſe Chriſt 
did not come to him as a Comforter ; he ran like 
a vagabond up and downe the world, to finde. 
4 | eaſe 
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eaſc in any thing. /udas was diſconſolate, and be | 
cauſe Chrilt as a Comfortor did not come to him, he | 
made a halter his comforter. $arl being in diftreſſe | 
| by the Phil/tines, becauſe Chrilt did not come to 


him by Urim, nor by Viſion, nor by Prophets, he 
went to the devill for comfort. Now that Chriſts 
children may not thus doe, Chr:ſf will not leave 
them comfortleſſe, but will come to them. 

The ſecond ground why Chilt will come ro his 
Church Milicant as a Comforter, is this : That hee 
may ſtop the mouthes of all ungodly wretches, 
who ſay of the godly when in great diſtrefſes Per- 
ſecute and take them, for there is none to delrver 
them. A wicked man looking upon a wounded 
ſoule with a carnall eye, breakes our into tome ſuch 


| 


an | language, as Achiſhdid concerning David. Lo yors 
ne | ſee the manir mad. This man is a diftraRed perion, 
he | fitter for Bedlam, then for Gods houſe : an idle 
5+ | crackt braine fellow, unfit to come into ſolemne 
ne + | aſſemblies, Now that Chriſt may filence ſuch 
ot | | blacke mouth'd men as theſe, he graciouſly comes þ 


n 
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to ſuch wounded ſouls, and heales their broken 

y hearts, and binds up their wounds , hee powres 

j- | | the Spirit of confolation upon ſuch as went mour- 

/- | | ningall the day long, and makes them walk with 

| | Joy and ſtrong conſolation, ſo that ſuch as cenſu-. 
{. | redthem for thisand thar, are forc'd to lay their | 
it | hand upon their mouth, and co condemne thein- 
ſelves as blinde Bats, and not able to diſcerne the 
wayes of God towards his children. 
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Having thus opened the point in hand, I will in | 
the next place ſhew you how uſefull it is, to the 
wicked and to the godly, Will not Chri!t leaye 
any of his children upon earth comfortieſie, but 
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| as honourable as Hamman, as great in the Church 
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ſtill as a Comforter come to them ? Then you 
which live in your finnes, and fo conſ{quently none 
of Chriſts children ; may colle& the unhappineſſe 
of your condirion from this point. You ſhall live 
end die comfortlefſe, for Chriſt will not come to 
you as a Comforter ; thus he comes onely to his 
children,Chriſt will not come to you in proſperity 
as a Comforter ; and therefore in the midſt of ſen- 
ſuall laughter, your hearts will be fad:in che midft 
ofall thy wordly contents,thy ſpirit wilt at cimes | 
gnaw and beat within thee: Andnever will all thou 
enjoyelt give any complacency of comfort to thee, | 
becauſe Chrilt as a Comforter comes not to thee, All 
outward comforts,without the inward confolations 
of Chrift,they ate as good broath unſcaſoned, which | 
rather cloys then contents the appetite;they weary, } 
diſtra&t, and vex, and not revive the owner. Be it, 
that thou art as wiſe as Achitophel, as eloquent 'as 
Herod, as learned as Gamallel, as rich as Nabal, 


as Indas ; why, yet ſhalt thou live comfortleſle ; 
that is, utterly deſtitute of Celeftiall conſolation , 
one drop whereof hath more ſoule-reviving ſweet- 
nefſe in it, then all the things of this life can afford. 
Alas! what is learning 7 what is wit, wealth, ho- 
nour, or aty other wordly thing to comfert me, 
if Chrift do not come to me. A man may have all 
that this world can afford ; and yet hang himſelfe 
for want of comfort, if Chriſt come notto him, as 
eAchitophell, Ind, and others have done. | 
Ob. No men laugh lowder, nor laugh ofcner 
then wicked men in proſperity : no man merrier 
in an Alehovuſe, Playhouſe; Taverne, Faire, or 
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Matket, then they : and are not theſe then the one- | 
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'} ly comfortable men in the world. 
| Sol. TothisI anſwer firſt thus: Laughter is 
| one thing ; and Spirituall Conſolation another 
thing. Every one that laughs, hath not a cheerful] 
ſpirit within z for in the mid(t of laughter a mans 
heart may be ſad, ſaith So/owzon. And fo on the o0- 
| ther hand; every one that hath acomfoctable ſpirit, 
{bath not a laughing face : Wee do not read thar 
| Chriſt ever laughed, and yet had more comfort in 
] his Spirit, then all the merrie men of thisworld. _ 
} Secondly, I anſwer thus : Some mens ſpirits 
| are ſoleft of God to levitie and vanity, that they 


| will laugh at the wagging of a firaw (as we fav.) 


— 


1 and not to be accounted a comfortadle and happy 
condition ? *Tis a paſt time to fooles to ao wickedly, 
faich Solomon. This is not properly called z:r7th 
(faith he) but »zadneſſe. You ſhali ſee mad wen 
laugh ſometimes exceedingly, and hoop and hal- | 
| low, as if their ſpirits were as full of joy as they 
| could hold : what ſhall we conclude now, that | 
theſe forlorne creatures are in a comfertable con- 
{ dition ? Alas ! fay wee, if they were bur ſen6ble of | 
their condition, ghey would ſoon ceaſe laughing, 
| and begin lamenting. And ſo may I fay to you of | 
all that laugh and rejoyce, and yet live in their ; 
finnes, and fo conſequently have no comforter 
{ from heaven come to thei, they are mad men : 
| were their eyes open to ſee their forlorne conditi- 
| on, they would quickly change their note, and | 
| turne their mirth into mournthg, as /ames ſaith, 


| wicked in proſperity ? | 


| Arſw. Yes, nodoubt to bee made of it. Chrift | 
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| This is a great judgement of God upon the ſpirit, | 
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| Q©mxcff. Why,but doth not Chriſt come to the | * 


a ut 7 oO Gr ee ot EE OI _ V+. 


——— —-—ts Ao x0 


—_— RR... 


A 
” _- WV ” W 0 


—— ——_——. x 


a MEET xn. x” Os 2: 284 


>= Rx AM woe. oat. i. = xo ” 2.4 


——_— 


| came to Belſhazzar whilft he was quafting in the 


AM 
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olden veflels of the temple and wrore downe his 
wickedneſle in the wall. Aad chus he comes to all 
ungodly perſons in proſperity, to write downe all 
their ungodly deeds, that ſo he may exactly judge 
them at the great day of account. 

Q zeſt. Why, but doth not Chriſt come as a 
Comforter, to wicked men that are great and 
wealthy ? 

Anſw. Chriſt regards no man for his wealth, or 
for any externall greatneſſe. If a man be never fo 


denyed his luſls, and given up himſelfe to Chriſt, 
to bee ruled by him, Chrit will never come to 
comfort him, if he would give him all he hath for 
his paines; he will not ſtep a foot out of doors to a 
Prince, if he be wicked. 

O6. - Why but though he will not come to un» 
godly men as a Comforter in proſperity, when 


rich, or never ſo honourable, yet if he have not 


they can make ſome ſhift without him, yet hee will 
come tothem as a Comforter in adyerſity, when 


all other comforts faile. N 


Sol. No he will not, Chrift will not know thy 
ſoule in adverſity, which art a difobeyer of him. As | 
hee would not let Dzves have a drop of water to 
 coole his tongue, though in unurterable torments, 
where many Oceans would nor in the leatt mea- 
ſure have quenched the flames ; no. neither will he } 


afford thee the leaſt drop of conſolation in thy grea- | 
teſt extremity ; though thou cry Lord, Lord, and 
cut thy fleſh-in the fervency of thy ſpirit, like Baals | 
Prieſts, to prevaile ; yet ſhalt thou be ſent empty 
away. Nay Chriſt will be fo farre from being a 


Comforter to ungodly men when in miſery ; that 
Hee 
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Hee will adde to their outward miſery, inward mt- 
ſcry. When thy body 15 in diſtrefſe, Chriſt will a- 
waken thy ſoule, that now lies aflecp, and- ſer thy | 
conſcience a gnawing within thee, which will be 
greater torture then if thou wert, rackr in every 
limbe, Thou maiſt ſend for godly Miniſters and 
godly friends ro comfort thee then, and they pol- 
l1bly may deliver very comfortable things, but they 
ſhall be of no more ſavour to thy ſoule, then the 


white of an egge ; becauſe Chrilt as a-Comtfotter | 


will not ſpeake thoſe ſweet things to thy ſoule, 
which thy friends doe to thy cares: As the Lord 
bewailes the miſerable condition of Terwſalem ; lo 
may I bewaile the miſerable condition of all un- 

odly men. Theſe two things are come unto thee, wio 
ſhall be ſorry for thee? deſolation and deſtruftion, and 
the famine, and the ſword : by whom ſhall 1 comfort 
thee? So ſay I toall ungodly perſons : miſery upon 
miſery will firſt or laſt ſeize upon yeu, and who 
then ſhall be ſorry for you ? Famine, and ſword, 
and peſtilence ; fickneſſe, and death, and judge- 
ment ; and by whom will you bee comforted ? your 
Honours cannot comfort you : your Riches and 
Friends cannot comfort you : your father che De- 
vill he will not then comfort you : your Conſcience 
which you have often finned againſt, ſhall not 
comfort you, but torture you : becauſe Chriſt will 
not come to you, to ſprinkle it with his blood, and 


live comfortleſſe, die comfortlefle, and abide in 
hell after death eyerlaſtingly comfortleſſe. - 

"Tis trueall that you ſay Sir : manis a comfort- 
lefſecreature indeed, unlefſe Chrilt come to him, I 
fnde it by wofull experience. Ihave much wealth 


in 


to pacifie it. SothatT conclude all ; thus you will | 
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in my purſe, and yet bur little peace inmy ſpirit. 
E ſeethe devill (me thinkes) now and then, fita| 
ftride upon the top of my money-bags, waiting for | | 
mee, when I coine to comfort my felfe in the behol- 
ding of them : and to what this will come art laſt ; 
I cannot cell. Sin, I am ſure I do ; and comfortleſſe ; 
becauſe of finne,I am:and more comfortleſſe cyery mY 
day Tlook to be, unlefle Chriſt come to mee, and | | | | 
ct how to get him to come to me, I know not. | | | 
Would*tt thou, O comfortleſſe creature ! have | |} 
Chriſt to come to thee ? Doe then to Chriſt as Ly- | | 
aia did to Payl.lovingly invite him to come to thee, | 
Make knowne thy comfortleſſe condition to Chrifd, | 
and then earneſtly entreat him to vilit they poore 
joule. The ground why I exhort thee O finner | 
thus to doe ; is, becauſe God hath promilſed,to give 
| hes holy Spirit to them that acke it, Luke 11, 13.1t 
| therefore thou wouldeſt have Chriſt by his Spirit 
to cone to thee ; invite him, aske him, begge, and 
entreat him to come and dwell in thy foule; and 
| te!l him that he ſhall have every roome 1n thy heart ; 
at command. As Rebeckahs brother ſaid ro Abra-| | 
| hxras ſervant ; So doe thou ſay to Chriſt ; Come ts: | 
| tion bleſſea of the Lord,wherefore ſt andeFt thou with- 
| 0:4 ? for 7 have prepared the houſe, aud roome for the 
| {amels, &c, Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, | 
; wherefore ſtandeſt rhou without ? here is roome 
| for thee and all thy glorious traine. Here's an un- it 
| derftandin2, will, memory, affeRions, they ſhall be | S | 
all at thy uſe and ſervice D Chriſt, wherefore come > 
| in thou bleſſed of the Lord, and make thy abode | 
with me, Thus continue crying to Chrit,and long- 
ing for him, and by this thou wilc declare thy 


| great love unto him, and ſo make thy lelfe capable 
of 
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to ſuch as.can tell mee they never yet found Chriſt 


to you ; I have only two things to fay : Firſt this, 


thee may never depart from thee. Firſt, ftrive. to 
comfort which thou haſt is from the Contforter, 
| ſpirit of deluſion. | 
Aruftion upon you, becauſe the ſpirit of deluſion is 


(his Joy is the joy ofthe holy Ghoſt, and as good þ 
Ps ab 


His Charch AMilitant. 
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of thar ſweet promiſe, which faith, If a man love me, 
the Father loveth him, and we will come unto him, 
aud make our abode with him. John 14. 12. Then 


| 


will tay condition be comfortable indeed, when | 


} 


thou haſt got ſuch glorious in-mares as theſe to | 
dwell with thee, | 
Having thus ſpoken what I thought fit to the 
wicked, by way of application from this point ; I | 
will now addrefſe my ſelfe to ſpeak unto the godly, 
and ſhew them how uſefull this point may be unto 
chem, I ſhall firſt ſpeake ro ſtrong men, and then | 
unto Babes in Chriſt - to ſuch as can telk me, that | 
Chriſt as a Comforter is come to them. Secondly, 


as a Comforter come to them : and laſtly, to ſuch 
who can tell me that they have found Chriſt as a 
Comforter come to them, but now they haye loſt 
him. Toyou that tell mee you finde the truth of this 
doctrine by blefſed experience, that Chriſt is come 


i - 


Make it_ ſure to thy ſelfe that Chriſt indeed as a 
Comtorter is come to thee, and that thy ſoule is not 
deluded in thy joy and conſolation. Secondly,ſtrive 
ſo to walk ; that thy Comforter which is come to | 


make it.ſure,chatChriſt indeed come to thee:that the 


mm, 


to wit * the Spirit of Chriſt ; ant{ not from the 
There is grcat need that I ſhould prefſe this in- 


plentifully powred outin theſe latter dayes. The 
hypocrite hath his joy ; and and he judges that this 
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as need to bee : whereas it is 2 joy that ſhall per- 
(faith the Scripture (a joy that will end in deſpe- 
rate ſorrow. Hee thinkes that Chciſt as a Comfor- 
ter is Come to him $ whereas 'tis only the devil! 
cransformed into an Angell of light. And thus in- 
deed are many thouſands gulled and cheated in 
their comfort, Sadnefſe would overſhadow the 
ſiniling face of many a man, ifhe did but diſcerne 
how groundleſfſe his joy and comfort is jand what a 
vaine ſhadow inſlead ofa true ſubtance, his poore 
ſoule is deluded withall. Wherefore my brethren ! 
it concernes you that tell me, you are ſenfible that 
the Comforter is come to you ; to take paines to 
make ir ſure to your ſelyes, that your foules are not 
deluded. 

| Whenthe Spirit of God came upon St that 
he prophefied, the people that knew him before, ſaid, 
What i5 come ta the ſonne of Kiſh? 1 Saul amongst 
the Prophets ? Thus doe thou lay to thy foule, who 
art ſo merry and comfortable, viz. What is come 
to thee O my ſoul ! that thou art now fo joyfull 
and chearfull > Once I am ſure thou wenr*lt mour- 
ning all the day long : is Chrit asa Comforter 
come to thee ? If Chriſt by lus Spirit have brought 
glad ridings to thee, why then O my glory ! con- 
| tinue in thy mirth : but if not 3 why art thou ſo 
merry O my ſople ? thy mirth is but madnefſe. As 
David queſtioned his ſoule for ſadnefle, ſaying, 
Phy art thou ſo ſad, O my fouls ? and why art thou ſo 
caſt downe withm me ? So mailt thou doe well to 
queſtion thy mirth, ſaying ; Why art thou ſoe 
merry O my foule ? and why art thou foe much 
lifred up within mee? Is thy Comforter our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt indeed come to thee ? O then my &';5» | | 
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. | | cove, 07 ao we not Lok for another? Math. 11.3. SO 


| || comfort mee yea or not, that if I have obtained the | 
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ſj ry ! ceaſe not to decl re tay comfort, by any come- 
[| Iy polture and geſture : bur if nor, a houſe of mour- 
'| ning, O my loule, is fitter for thee then a houſe of | 
' mirth ; gacments of ſackcloth and ſadneſſe, would | 
|| betcer become thee, then garments of joy and glad- |} 
| neſſe. You know how ſaac once ſpake to his ſon, | 
! Art thou (aid he) 227 very ſor Eſau ? Gen. 27. 24» 
; So do thou ch.uunbly queſtion chy Corfortec, Art 
| thou my yery Comforter indeed ? Art thou the very 
| Chriſt the Sonne of God, which ſpeakeſt confola- 
| tion to my ſoule ? You know how John queſtioned þ 
| Chriſt much after this manner, that hee might not 


|| bedeceived concerning him, At tho he that ſhould 


| doe thou fay, Art thou hee that ſhould come and 
| Comfort my ſoule ? or ſhould not T lock for ano- 
' ther ? There be many falſe Chriſts, and falſe-com- 
' forters now in the world, and they deceive many :. 
| wherefore I beſecch thee ſpeak out, and ſpeakplain- 
| ly ro my ſoule, whether thou be hee that ſhould 


| true Comforter, I may give God the glory of his 
great kindncfle, if not, I may ſeek out for another. 
How ſhould T know (may the ſtrung man in 
Chriſt ſay ro me) whether he that is come to my 
foule with conſolation ; be hee that ſhould, come or 
1] not? How ſhould I be able to make it ſure ro my | 
{| ſoul, that the conſolation which I have is from the | 
+| Spirit of Chriſt, and not from the ſpirit of deſo+ | 
lution. 
j| TothisI thus anſwer, viz. Tfhe that is come to 
|| thy ſoule be he that ſhould come, to wit, Chriſt ; 
thou ſhalt finde that hee doth more works then one 
|| {in thy foule ; hee doth not onely comfort thee, bur 
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he doth many great works beſides this. Chriſt} 


| 


doth many great works in a mans ſoule before hef| 


comforts him ; and hee doth many great workes in || 


his foule, after hee hath comforted him. Chriſt doth 


O 


bindes it up : hee firſt. wounds the heart, before hee 


many great workes in the foule of man, before hee | 
comforts him : hee doth break the heart before he | 


Ra ar ts ct wo 


ant, Zech, 7.12. for hardneſle, is a great work; 
and yet this doth Chriſt throughly, before he com- 


| man, hath many great works about it, ere it be 
; effeRed. The convincing the ſoule of finne, which 
| {elfe conceited man is not eafily brought unto, The 
makine of Ginne out of meaſure linfull, in the fouls 
apprehenſion,which blind man 1s noteafily brought 
to ſee. The making of man to loath himſelfe, for the 


Cr dh. 


| The making of manto long for peace and reconci- 


world, and to begs this bleſſing with teares as a 
foule that ſees hee ſhall die and periſh eternally 
without it ; which man that naturally hates God, 
is not eakily wonne unto.. Yet all theſe difficult 
workes doth Chriſt doe in the foule of man, before 
hee comes as a Comforter to him. Which Chriſt 
 confirmes, where he fairh ; Bleſſed are they that 
that mourne, for they (hall bee comforted. 

Now would*#* thou know whether heethar is 
come to thy ſoule, be hee that fhould come or n2t? ; 


1 


will heale it :heecaſts downe the foule for finne, | 
before hee will raiſe it up. Now to breake the heart |} 
of man, which the Scripture compares to an Ada |j 


| evils which he hath committed againſt God, which | 
| man full of ſelte-love is not eaſily wrought unto. | | 


lation with God, as the greateſt happineſſe in the | 


forts throughly, The breaking of the heard heart of | 
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which now thou haſt ? Did Chriſt lead thee co the 
Wels of Confſolation by the waters of Afarah ? 
Did: hee bring thee to ſowe 1n teares, ere he gave | 
thee toreap thy great harvelt ot joy 2. Walt thou e- | 
ver in the houſe of mourning 2 D1d the ſpirit of 
heayinefſe for ſinne ever take hold on thee 2 Was 
thy hard hearr firſt broken, and afrer this. bound | 


up ? Firſt wounded, and atter chis healed ? Didfl1 | 
thou goe mourning for diſhonouring God all the ) 
day long, and after many dolorous dayes ſpent, did | 
thy Comforter come to thee ? Surely chen he thar is 
come, is he that ſhould come, and doe nor looke for | 
another - but if otherwiſe ; thou haſt juſt cauſe to | 
be zealous of thy joy. | 
Againe, Chriſt as hee doth great works : the * 
ſoule before hee comforts it ; ſo hee doth grcat | 
works in the ſoule after he hath comforted it. Tha | 
foule. which Chriſt comforts, hee makes a very | 
fruitfull foule in all grace to his glory. No waters | 
make the ſfoule of a Chriſtian grow in grace, like 
the waters of Conſolation. The comforting Spi- 
rit of Chriſt is to a Chriſtian in the wayes ofobe- | 
dience, as winde and tide to a Ship : chat which 
makes him runne the wayes of Gods Commande- | 
ments. Thar- Chriſtian which is comforted by | 
Chriſt, prayes fervently, and prayes frequently. 
Conſolation gives winges to. ſupplication. That 
Chriſtian which is comforted by Chriſt, praiſeth | 
God with ftrong affeion, A ſoule comforted by 
Chrifl, is as an inſtrument well tuned by a skil- | 
ful Muftcian 5 hee will, upon every occaſion, make 
ſweet melody in the eares ofthe Almighty. True j 
conſolation is ffom Heaven,and it carries that ſoule | 
firongely to Heaven, in which it is. True conſola= 
tion. 
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tion is from ChriR, and it will make a Chriſtian 
live wholly to Chriſt. To whom much is forgiven 
chey love much ; and his love conſtraines chem to 
deny themſelves, and to follow Chriſt unto 
deatn. | 

Would*l thou know then for certaine, O ſtrong 
man in Chriſt ! that he which is come to thy ſoule, 
is he which ſhould come ? Why then looke what 
aQiviry is in thy ſoule to duty. Is thy foule as a 
Gyant refreſhed after wine ? firong and vigorous 


dant in the work of the Lord ? Art thou a ſweet 
Singer in 7/rael of the praiſes of the Lord ? Is thy 
heart at thy mouth leaping within thee,like the 


what God hath done for thy ſoule? Art thou (in 
2 word) a holy and heavenly man, as one comfor- 
ted by a houly and heavenly God , Doth thy joy 
tranſcend the joyes that this world affords, in 
ſweetneſſe ? Doth it raile thy ſpiric ro admire the 
love of God ? and doth ic make thee dead to fecu- 
lar delights? and to account naked carnall mirth 
madnefſe ? empty huskes for brutes to feed on ? 
Then mayelt thou comfortably conclude, that he 
which 1s come to thy foul, is: he which ſhould 
come 3; and do not look for another - but if thou art 
merry and cheariull, bur not holy and heavebly, 


nother. ; 

A ſecond inftrution which I wauld commend 
to ſtrong men in Chriſt, is this s after thou haft 
made it ſure to thy fouls, that Chriſt as a Comfor- 


ter is indeed come to thee, then ſtrive fo to walke, 
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to the praQtiſe of all good duties ? Art thou abun- | ; 


Babe in Elzabeths wombe, when thou art rellino |} 


he thar is come to thy ſoule, is not he that ſhould | | 
come; wherefore I beſeech thee to looke for a- |? 
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that 4 


9 |{] ally abide with thee, Do nor ſitdowne and reft, as 


| | forcer neyer depart fiom him. But how ſhould I 


* [| any mortall heart to conceive of ? 


{| 1s come to thee: Secondly, doe all that thou canfl 


{| leave thee, Thou haſt obtained Chriſt to come a 
| 
} 
$ 


And EAA. 


| his Church Militant. 


| that hee may never depart from thee. Soa man 


| this cruth, and ſo doubleſſe have many elſe of the 
| | godly. So a man may walk thar Chriſt as a Com- 


thus walke, faith the comforted ſoule, that I might” 
enjoy this heaven below, till I come to that above, 
| and fo go from joy to joy ; from joy unſpeakea- 
| ble and full of glory) to joy that cannot enter into 


 TothisI thus anſwer, Do not grieve Chriſt taat 
{| to delight him, if thou would*ſt have him continu- 
| onethat hath a licence to be lazy, and as if all thy 
worke were done, now thy Comforter is come to 


thee ; this will grieve him, and quickly make him | 


| Comforter to thee , well : yet let me tell thee as 
'| Moſes did the 1/rachites. Ton are not (ſaid hee) as 


{ forted foule !chou art not yer come to thoſe degrees | 
{ ofconſolation, which thou mayeſt atraine unto in 
this life, if thou continue to be thriftie. The joy of } 


{ canſt never draw dry : and the more thou draw- 


1 The joy of the holy Ghoſt is no ſurferting thing, as | 
j ſomecarthly ſiyeets are: and therefore thou mayeſt 
| fafely ſay, Lord evermore give me of thu bread : fill | 


' | may may walk, that Chriſt as a Comforter may | 
 { forfake his ſoule, David had wofull experience of 


i] yet come to the reſt, and tothe mheritance which the | 
{| Lord youy God giveth you. So ſay TI to thee, O com-{ 


the holy Ghoſt is a bottomleſſe Well, which thou | 
eſt, the freſher and ſweeter ill ſhalt thou finde it. | 


| my ſoule with flagons of this precious liquour : | 
| let thy love be ſhed abroad in my heart by the ; 
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| holy Ghoſt : 
Atneſle. | | 
Secondly, now Chriſt as a Comforter is come 
co thee, doe not wax wanton againit him; this al- 
| fo will grieve him, and make him quickly forfake 
| thy foule as a Comforter, Ler all che manifeſtati- 


ons of thy comfort bee ſuirable to thy Comforter : 


| 
[ 
ry 
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When ye are come into the good land take heed that 
= doe not forget the Lord (laid Moſes to Iſrael.) So 
| fay I to you that finde Chriſt with you as a Com- 

| forter, which arc come to the fellowſhip of the Spi- 
| | tit, and to the participation of thar tranſcendent 
| ' Comfort whicn is by him : take heed that yee grow 
FM | 19t giddy headed, and forget God and your elves, 
ih | | The waters of Conſolation are ſtrong waters, and 
| | mans weak head and heart cannot beare much of 
' tzem Readily, but are ready to reele on one (ide or 
other. When the clouds of heaven have well wa- 
| | tered the earth, rien doe weeds as well as good 
| hearbs ſpring apace : ſo when Chriſt by his Spirit, 
| fveerly waters the foule with Conſolation, then 
| levitie and vanitie,as well as Chriſtian mirth and 
| cheerefulnefle, ſpring anaine ; Ifa Chriſtian be not 
'N | yery watchfull over his ſfoule, ro plucke up: ſuch 
"nh | | weeds by the roots, as foone as they begin to ſhew 
temiclyes.I conclude this,thus, thou that art com- 


let my foule delight her ſelfe in chis| | 


boly 2s he is holy ;ſpirituall and heavenly, as he is. | 


| forced by the Sptrit,let nor the manifeſtation of chy 
| comfort grieve the Spirit, This remember,that Satan 
hath an Art to bring evill out of the greateſt good, 
as God hath an Art to bring good out of the grea- 
teſt evill : and tlierefore beg that thou rmayelt nor 

| beignorantofany of his devices, nor unable to re- 
; aft them if thou would'{t not looſe thy Comforter. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, it thou would it haye thy Comforter to 
abide fill with thee ; as thou mutt nct grieve him, | 
ſothou muſt do all that chou canſt to delight him. | 
Let bee thy meat anq drink to follow all the mo- 
© | {| tions of the Spirit of Chrilt : whitherſoever Chrilt: | 
would have thee go, cheerefully obey him ; this | 
* | #| will delight thy Comforter exceedingly, and make | 
* | | him to zejoyce to continue with thee. If Chriſt ſay | 
7 |F| unte thee as to the Fiſhermen, Follaw mee : doc | 
 [f{ thou readily reply as the Scribe, CMafter , 1 will | 
[ follow thes whitherſoever then goeſt. Mart, 4-19. 
| Mat. 8.19. This is to decare the genuine ditpo- | 

| 

| 
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t |} fition of Chriſts people, which Chriſt is excce= 
' | Fj dingly taken witha}l.Chriſts people are as a wil. | 
{| ling people 1n their obedience. Thy people ſhall be 
willmg in the day of thy power, &c. 

Secondly, humbly and compaſſtonately tell 
diſconlolate ſoules, what Chriſt ha th doncefor my 
| loule : this will delight thy Comforter much, and 
{\ make him _.rejoyce to continue with thee. Chriſt 
| {| delights to ſee his children communicative of the | 
{| {weet meats which he gives them. And thereforc 
as Jael ſaid to Barak, fo do thous O comforted 
{| ſoule, roſuch as goe mourning all the day long : 
| || Come (laid ſhe) and 1 will ſhew thee the man whom | 
| | 1598 ſeekeſt. Judges. 4. 32. Come: O fad ſoule, | 
| | thatcanſt not finde him whom thy fſoule loverd, ! 
? I will ſhew thee the man whom thou ſeckelt , the 
;| manner of his comming to my poore ſoule ; and 
| how long he made me wait upon him, cre hee 
| would come to mee ; and how well hee hath now 
| 
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made mee amends for all his ſtaying, And there- 
| fore, Although thou ſajeſt thou (halt not ſee hins, yet 
| | judgement 75 before him, therefore turf thou in h:18. 
| fi .D 3 Job.'\ | | 
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Job. 35. 14+ For the viſion is yet for an appointed 
teme, but at the end'it ſhall ſpeake and not lie : though 
it tarry, watt for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will 
not tarry. Hab. 2, 3+ The more imparting of ex- 
periments of love wee are, to the glory of Chriſt ; 
the more fi1]l will Chrift graciouſly give us to our 
further comfort. And this indeed is Gods end in 
comforting ſome of his children, char they may bee 
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 


God - as the Apoſtle ſweely affirmes. 


his comming to thee , if thou would ft have him 
abide ſtill with thee. The Iſraelites when they 
came into the promiſed land which flowed with 
milke and honey, they were to take the firfl of all 
the fruits of the earth, and put them in a basket, 
and fo p_ them to the Prieſt, ſaying, viz. And 


were they to ſet their firſt fruits before the Lord 


milk and honey. Bring therefore theſe firſt fruits, 
and ſer them before God, and worſhip : bring the 
ſweet comforts of the holy Ghoſt in your hearts, 


thou conquered : ſuch doubts which fo long troub- 


LT 


vow behold, 1 have brought the firſt fruits of the land, || 
which thou the Loyd haſt given me : Deut.26.Thus|| 


and to worſhip before him, as you may ſee at|] 
| large, Why you that enjoy Chritt, as a Comfor-|| 
ter, youhave received the firſt fruits of that good| 
| land, which Cavan typified, which flowes with|' 


before the Lord, and fay, Behold O Chriſt, theſe|? 
and theſe are the ſweer Conſolations of thy Spirit : | 
and lo for themall I humbly render praiſeto thy | 
Name. Such mighty enemies of my peace haſt | 


led mee, haſt thou-anſwered : fuck wants which 
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comfort wherewith they themſelves are comforted of || 


Thirdly, thanke Chrift humbly and heartily for |f 
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His Church Militant , 


plyed : to thee O God be the glory of thine owne 
goodneſle. 

You have great cauſe thus to magnific the Lord 
for his mercy, which finde Chriſt as a Comforter 
come to you. You enjoy that bleſſing which ex- 
ceedeth all outward bletjings. The light of Gods 
countenance lifred up, . upon a poore mourning 
ſoule, 'tis of far greater value then Corne, Wine, 


| ile; then Corrall, Rubics, or any choice thing 
| that this world can afford, The naked revelation 
'| of Chriſt in che ſoule of man, is of more worth 


then all theſes ſaith So/omozr : the moii glorious re- 


vclation of Chriſt chen to the ſoule, which the | 
foule of man is capable of in this life ; muſt needs | 


be of much more tranicendent worth, You enjoy 
that bleſſing which exceedeth many inward blel- 
fings. Ic exceedeth knowledge - for what is know- 


; | ledge inthe head, to the joy otche holy Ghoſt in 


the heart ? one beame of light in the underſtan- 


| ding, is of more worth then all the Silver and 


Gold, Gems, and Jewels in the world ; and yer 
one beame of the light of Gods countenance, ſhi- 
ning upon the heart, though but by refleRion from 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt, is of more worth then all 
knowledge which humane ſtudy can artaine unto. 
I cannot fay that this bleſſing, excecdeth the lealt 


| faving grace in the ſoule : but this I can ſafely fay; 


O . 9 > 
that Conſolation, 'tis the glofſe and glory of eve- 


ry grace : every grace ſhines in its full luſtre, where 
the Comforter dwels, This I can further fay, that 
you enjoy that bleſſing which makes Heaven a 
Heaven, and which makes Earth a Heaven to you: 
and therefore you have great reaſon to magnifie 
D 4 the 


[| ſo long time kept me exceeding low, haſt thou ſup- | 


| 
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the wheat! for his mercy. The moreof Heaven we 
enjoy upon Earth, the more ſhould we ſet our 
ſelves to doe the work of them which are in Hea- 
ven, whileſt on Earth. 
{ Fourthly, finally let Chrifls mediate comming 
to thee by his Spirit, make thee long carneſtly for 
| his 1 innediace comming to thee in his own per- 
ſon : this delights Chritt, that his Spouſe ſhould 
ſays Come, Revelation 22. I7.as the Spirit doth ; 
That ſhee ſhould long for the wedding day, as he 
| doth. When good old Simeen had imbraced the 
| Conlolation of 1/rae!, for which he ſo long waited, 
| hee then deſired preſently to be diffolved : fo thou 
| that haft imbraced the Conſolation! of J/rael, 
| ſhoule*Rt in holy manner with Simeon, fob. and 
Paul, defire ro be diffolved, and te be with ChriÞ, 
which is beſt cf all. You whom Chriſt hath kiſ- 
| fed with the kifles ofhis lips, ſhould long earneſt- 


 Iytolie berweene his breaſts all night ; my mean- 


190 is, to have a full enjoyment of” Chriſt. Thus 
have I done ſpeaking to ſuch who can tell me that 
Chriſt as a Comforter 1s come to them, 

' In the next place I addrefſe my ſelfe to ſpeak to 
ſuch of the godly,who can tell mee that they ne- 
ver yet found Chriſt as a Comforter come to them, 
Two or three things I have to ſay to you from this 
ſweet doftrine. 

Firſt, I would have you to labour to beleeve this 


| do&rine, that Chriſt will not leave jou comfortleſſe, 


but will certainly (at lat) come to you. Chrift hath 
repeated his promiſe, which is as a bond with ma- 
ny ſealcs ; and therefore thou haſt juſt ground to 
belceve, O comfortlefle ſoule ! that Chritt will ot 


Z: zvethee comfortlefſe but will come to thee. 
| Object, 
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Objeft. What juſt ground have to beleeve, that 
Chriſt will come to me, ſeeing he is holy, and I 
am unholy : hee is glorious in holinefſe, and I am 
abominable in fin and wickednefſe, faith the 
weakecomfortleſle foule, 

{| - Sol, Art thou more vile then Xanaſſeth ? Chriſt 
{| came to him and comforted him. Art thou more 
muddy and earthly then Zachens ? Chriſt came to | 
bim and comforted him. Art thou more diveliſh 
then Mary Magdalen, out of whom were caſt ſe- 
yen devils? Chriſt came to her, and filled her ſoule 
| | with ſtrong Conſolation. Why ſhould'ſt not 
| thou beleeve, that Chriſt will come to thee too and 
{ | quiet and comfort thy mourning ſpirit? 

{ | Sol, But ſecondly I anſwer thus : viz. Chriſt 
doth not ſo much looke how thou art quallified, 
as at what hee hath promiſed : Chrift hath 
promiſed hee will come to thee, and he is faith- | 
full and will do it. If my foule were never {o | 
Poore, neyer ſo blinde, never ſo wretched, never ' 


AE es as 


ſo naked ; yet Chriſt having promiſed to come to þ 


thee, he will make good his word ;though he come 
| as Shemand Japhet did to Noah. It thy foule were | 
full of wounds, if thy ſoule were full of running | 
putrifying ſores, if thou wert as black with fin as | 
an Ethiopian , if thou wert as ſpotted with finne as 
a Leopard ; nay if thy foule did ſtinke within thee, | 
as Lazargs after taken out of the earth again : yer 
Chrift having promiſed to come to thee and com- | 
fort thee ; he will doe it, thoughy he hold his noſe | 


backward, with a mantle co cover thy nakednefle, | 


Heaven and earth ſhall paſſe away, bur nor a jot { 


| | while he be comforting thy Ainking nalty ſoul. | 


nor titcle of Chriſt promiſe ſhall faile, The "© 
is of 
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of my Beloved, behold hee cometh leaping upon the 


Mountaines, and Shipping wpon the Hills, Cant. 2. 


in thy ſoule ; yer Chriſt will come skipping over 
21! rheſe with comfort to my ſoule, rather then thou 
(halc be lefe comfortleſle. 


8. Though there be mountaines and hils of finne| | 


Wherefore, O weake, comfortleſſe ſoule ! ſay 
not of thy Saviour and Comfortec,as Balaam did, 
I frall ſee his, bat not now , I ſhall behold hun, but 
wot 11gh. Num. 24.17. I ſhall ſee Chriſt come with 


the greatday, when every epe ſhall ſee him; but I 
ſhall not ſee him come to me now, in this foule 


| dolour, as a Comforter. I ſhall behold him per-| 
adventure, as 4oſes beheld the Holy land farre off: | 
hce will neyer come nigh my poore ſoule, to ſtay | | 
it, with thoſe comforts which it needs, Ceaſe, O | 


weake ſoule, this incredulous language ; 2nd ſtrive 
to beleeve, and this ſweet promiſe I creat of ſha!] 
bee made good unto thee. No finne ſo mighty to 
keep thy Comforter from thee, as unbelicfe. Say 
then, O mourning Chriſtian, to thy comfortleſle 
ſoule ; Yet a little while, and he that ſhall come will 
come, and will not tarry. Heb. ro. 37. He that 
hath ſaid he will come as a Comforter to thee,will 
come and will fatisfic thy ſoule with Conſolation, 
as with marrow and fatnefſe. Say to to thy ſad 


will not keepe folence hee will ſpeake Conſolation | 


ſhall beleeve, and owne her owne metrcies. Thou 
art now-tofled and almoſt drowned, O my ſoul, 


a witneſſe : nay with many thouſand witnefles at || 


foule, with the Plalmiſt. My God wilt come, and | 


ſo plainely, that my ignorant ſoule ſhall under-| 
ſtand ; fo powerfully, that my increduleus ſouls | 


I with reſtlefſe wayes of miſery ; but the Spirit will 


move 
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moye upon theſe waters ; thou hat "A Chriſt 
comming towards thee, upon theſe troubleſome 
wayes anon, and ſay, bee not afraid,it © 1 : 1 that 
have loved thee, and given my ſelfe for thee, and 
none ſhall pluck thee out of my hand. 

Secondly, as I would have thee to firive firmly 
to beleeye this truth ; ſo I would have thee endea- 
vour patiently to wait the accompliſhment of it. | 
Beleeye that Chriſt will come to thee, and wait 
patiently untill hee doe come, There is good 
ground why every ſoule ſhould patiently wair for 
Chriſt, comming to him, whether wee conſider | 
our ſelves which are to bee viſt red, or Chriſt our | 
viſitour. If thou O comfortleſſe ſoule conſider thy 
ſelfe which art to bee viſited ; there is great reaſon 
thou ſhouldeſt wait patiently cill Chriſt come to 
thee, how long loever he (tay. 

Firſt, thou art a Creature, and Chrift is thy | 
Creatour $ and ſhould not a Creature wait on his | 
Creatour ? Thou art a ſervant, and Chrift is thy | 
Lord : and ſhould not a ſervant wait on his Lord? | 
Conſider thee in thy higheſt relations, and they all | 
call for waitng. Thou art a Son,and Chrift is thy | 
Father: and ſhould nota Sonne wait on his Fa- 
ther? Thou art a Wife, and Chriſt is thy Hus- 
band ; and ſhould not a Wife wait on her Hus- 


! 
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Secondly, conſider that thou haſt deſerved, that | | 


| Chriſt ſhould never come to thee, and yet for all 
this, ſeeing hee will come thee, haſt not thou juſt : 
cauſe to wait patiently till hee doe come, how long | 


ſo ever it be firſt ? Before thy calling thou digit | | 
rejet Chriſt;zand fince thy calling, chon haſt ofren ! 


oricyed Chriſt ;, and haſt not thou then deſerved | | 
thar 
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that Chriſt ſhould never come to thee ? Thou haſt 
quenched many a ſweet motion of the Spiritof 
Chriſt: thou haſt curned the deafe eare, the ſweet 
{till voice that hath ſpoken behinde thee, times 
without number, and fo lighted the Spirit of 
Chrift ; and haſt not thou then juſtly deſerved, 


that Chriſt as a Comforter ſhould never coine to 
thee ? yer ſeeing he will come, for all this unkind- 
neſſe, halt not thou juſt cauſe tro wait patiently 
for him, how long ſo ever he ſtay ; Thou haſt ma» 
ny weekes, many moneths, nay many yeeres, gone 
along in a courſe of grieving Chriſt ; and doecſt 
thou thinke much of waiting a few weekes, a few 
moneths, a few. yeeres, for Chriſt to come to com- 
fort thee ? 

Take this in another forme : thou didfl make 
Chrift wait along time upon thee, ere thou woul- 
| deſt lethim abide with thee as a ſpirit of Retor- 
mation : and 1s there not juſt cauſe, then that thou 
ſhouldeſt wait patiently a long time upon him, if 
he will have it ſo, ere hce abide with thee as a Spt- 
rit of Conſolation ? how many knocks did Chriſt 
give at thy tubborn heart, ere thou wouldeſt open 
to him ? how much dew of the night diſtilled up- 
on his lockes, ere thou wouldeft give him houſe 
roome in thy heart? how many mercies ? how 
many corrections were all ſpilt upon thee, ere 
Chriſt could winne thee to reſpe& him ? cant 
thou tell? jf thou canfſt not; think not much, if 
Chriſt make thee ſhed a few teares, and breath 
out a few groancs, ere he bring glad tidings of 
peace unto thee. 

Secondly, ifthou conſider Chrift thy viſtour, 
there 15 all the re2ſon that can be, that thou ſhoui- 


delt 


— 


ca ow. © Kk -.AA po 


RC  _ $a _ Se _ Ka 


| His Church Militant. | 
| [| deft wait patiently till he come to thee. Chriſt 
of | F| wall certainely come to thee : Chriſt will come to 
| thee at the fitteſt time: Chriſt will come richly 
| when he doth come ; which areall ſpeciall grounds 
of | {| of patience. Chriſt will come to thee,O comfortleſie 
foule! though ic may ſeeme to thee, ſomerhing 
long firfl. Thou doeſt not wait for one that will | 
1. | {| not come atall, as the 7xrke waiteth for fahs- 
| $i et : nay>thout doeſt not wait for one that will | 
| frivolouſly delay the time of his comming. Thou 
' doeſt not wait for one that will decive thee. Chrill 
n | hath promiſed to come to thee, and he is faithfull, 


L_ 


| and cannot deny himſelfe. There is two things in 
 Faithfulneſle : firſt, that a man ſhould own what 
| he hath ſaid ; and then ſecondly, that hee ſhould 
{' make it good, Now both theſe will Chriſt doe : 
| Chriſt will not eat his words, as we ſay : what 
| hee hath promiſed he will confefſe, and will make 
| good ; whatſoeyer labour or lofle hee bee at to doe 
| it, Chriſt is not mutable as we are to promiſe one 
' thing today, and recall 1t againe to morrow: hee | 
| þ| 35 smutable and changeth not, therefore we are not 
conſumed. 
1 Thou doeſt not wait for one that will frivo- 
loufly delay the time of his comming. Chrift will 
[| not deale with thy comfortleſſe foule, as thoſe for- 
ry gueſts dealt with Chriſt, make excuſes : one had 
bought a yoake of Oxen >, and therefore odd 
not come : ahother a Farme, &c. Chriſt will not ; 
; | tell thee, ase Abraham Dives in hell, betweene thy 
foule and him is a great gulfe, ſo that there can be 
no enterccurſe berweene them ; Nor that from 
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heaven to earth, is too long a journey for him to | 


make : He will not tell thee, that the. place where 


|| thy | 
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thy ſicke comfortleſſe ſoule lies, is filthy, and al- 
rogerher unfit for him to come to : He will not 
rel] thee that thy ſoule is fo farre gone in griefe and 
deſparate ſorrow, that it is in vaine for him to 
come to thee, Chrilt puts none of thele delayes up- 
' on aty of his patients. 

| No, the ground why Chriſt ſayes is, thar he 
| may come art the fitteſt time ; and then he will 
* come with healing in his wings, ifall the devils in 
| hell ſhould oppoſe hin, which mee chinkes ſhould 
| be a fatisfaQtory ground of patience, to any dil- 
| conſolate ſoule. If a Phyfitian yet apply this, and 
that, further evacuation ; rather then cordials : as 
knowing the body not yet fit for cordials, will 
' notany wiſe man ſubmit patiently to his way ? ſo 
it Chrift forbeare giving thy ficke ſoule cordials, 
as he that well knowes thy ſoule nor fir yetsfor ſuch 
luſcious things, wile not thou with much thank- 
fulnefſe acknowledge his great care over thy ſoule, 
and with all patience wait his leaſure? I patiently 
undergoe the pain of drawing plaiſters, when 1 
know my ſore is not fit for healing : thus ſhould 
it be in ſpirituall diſtreſſes : we ſhould patiently 
 undergoe griefe and ſorrow untill our ſoules bee fit 
for conſolation, and then wee ſhall be ſure to 
have it. 

| Finally, beſure ofthis, O mourning foule! that 
Chriſt will come richly, when hee doth come ; 
and therefore me thinks thou ſhould't wait pa- 
| ttently ſor him : whar Merchant but would wait 
| patiently, the returne of his ſhip in the longeſt 
| voyage, if he were ſure that it would richly returne 
 atlaſt, Chriſt will come very richly furniſhed, 
| with the comforts of the holy Ghoſt, which are 
na. unſpeakable 
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unſpeakable and glorious, to your ſoules that 
mourne after him, and wait for him. What the 
Apofile once ſpakeof himfelfe in relation to the 
Romanes ; that may I truly ſay of Chriſt, in rela- 
tion to all chat mourne after him : And 1am ſure 
that when I come unto you, 1 ſhall come (ſaith he) #1 
| the fulneſſe of the bleſſing of the Goſpell of Chri#t. 
Rom, 15.29. Chriſt I am ſure, O mourning ſoule! 
when hee doth come unto thee, he will come in the 
fulnefſe of the bleſſing of the holy Ghoſt : thou 
ſhalt have joy in the holy Gheſt unſpeakeable and 
glorious. Thou by long waiting art made a more 
valt veſſel] to hold the precious waters of conſola- 
tion ; and Chriſt by long ſtayipg, doth (as I may 
ſay) the more furniſh himſelfe with theſe waters 
of life, to refreſh, fill and fatisfiethy thirſty ſoule, 
when hee comes to thee, Chriſt will heale through- 
ly thy broken heart and binde up all thy wounds : 
he will anſwer all thy doubts, and clear all thy 
(cruples : hee will quiet thy quarrelling conſci- 

ence, and ſtill thy complaining ſpirit : he will fill 

| thy ſad ſoule with joy and gladnefſe, and thy de- | 

jeRed ſpirit with ſongs of thankſgiving. 

If theſe things, O mourning ſoule ! will not 
make rhee wait patiently, till thy Comforter come 
to thee, but thou wilt murmure and repine, and | 
fall upon indire& wayes to get confolation;know, 
that by this practiſe, thou wik make thy conditi- 

| on more miſerable, then at preſent it is, Thou wilt 

| grieve him that ſhould come as a Coinforter to | 

thee : and if thou by ſin make Chrift grieve ; how 

| can Chriſt by his Spirit make thee rejoyce ? and if 
thou ſer him a mourning that can only comfort 

| \thee ; by whom. wilt thou be comforted ? Deſt | 
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| the ſoule : that to £0 to the devill for conſolation, 


 finde Chriſt as a Comforter come to thee, is this : 


ſeethe bleſſing wrapt up in it; which he needs: and 


! 


IA 


thou thinke to winne Chriſt to thee, by a dogged] 
diſpoſition? Chriſt may pitty, and cure thy hus| 
mours, but t'will never bee by conſolation. Hef 
will bring thee to bee lowly and mecke ere thoy 
ſhalc finde reſt ro thy ſoule : hee will make thee 
willing to lie under his feet glad of crums of com: 
fort, and willing to wait for them till Chriſt hath} 
denied, and every child ſerved. 

If thy cor rupt ſoule hanker afrer the pleaſure 
of fin againe, becauſe Chriſt as a Comforter doth 
not came to thee, and thou bee reſolved to pick and 
chuſe, amongſt the fins thy ſoule knows, to finde 
out one that thy ſoule moſt loves, to make a Com- 
forter to thee, as the Iſraelites in their dogged hu- 
mour made them a captaine to returne to A&pypt 
againe ; know this, that what fin thou pitcheſt 
upon to' make a Comforter, that fin will Chriſt 
make a devill to torture thee : Chriſt will make 
thee know by wofull experience, that the ſweeteſt 
fin is a bitter and miſerable comforter : that the 
lealt finne, is too great an evill, truly to comfort 


isto make faſter haſte for comfort, then good ſpeed, 
that neither fin, nor any thing in the world beſide 
fin ſhall comfort thy foule ; when hee himfelfe 
will not. ns 
3 The laſt inftraRion that T have to commend 
to thee, O comfortleſe ſoule ! that did'ſt never yer 


oblerye how Chriſt comes, and do not put him off, 
Chriſt comes to comfortleſſe ſouls with comfort, 
in a promiſe ; as I haveat large ſhewed you, The 
promiſe, Chritt opens before the.ſoule, that he may 


then 
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ly upon it? 


blood of Teſus Chri#t cleanſeth us fromall ſn? x. 
[h. 1,7. Why this is the language of thy belo- 
ved, he is come to comfort thee,O mourning ſoule, 


| unbeliefe and paſſion. Heare whar he ſaith, for it 
| is ſweet : (irive to beleeve whar he faith, for it 1s 
| ſure. As Iſaac aid unto Jacob his ſonne, after he 
| had ſome diſcourie'at a diſtance with him, Come 
| neere now and kiſſe me my ſome: Gen. 27.26. So 
| ſhould ſuch comfortleſle ſoules fay ro Chriſt, when 


| they heare Chriſt ſpeaking, as i were at a di- | 
| ſtance, ſoftly and coldly to them, the {iweet and | 
| melodious promiſes of his word ; came neere now, 


O my beloved, and kiſſe me with theſe kifſes of 
thy lips, for thy love is Setter then wine : what 
thou ſayeſt to my ſoul, ſay ic with ſuch life, that 


| leeve, and give glory to thee, I have now done 


my heart may no longer bee faichleſle, bur be- 
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do not thruſt him away by unkind language of 
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then often repeartes it to che ſoule, char he may re- 
inſtances to 1lluſtrate. this way of 
Chriſt, I have given you, things muſt not be here 
againe repeated. That which here I would prefle 
by way of Application, is,that you which are com- 
fortlefle ſoules, would obſerye this ſecret way of 
the Comforter, and meer him. Art thou temps ', 
ted? and dolt rhou now heace a ſweet {till voyce, 
as it were behind thee, laying My grace ſhall be 
ſuffcrent for thee ? Why this is the voice of thy Be- 

loved, that is come to thee, embrace what he faith, 
' | reft upon it, turne notthy Comforter away now, 
by unbeliefe, and peeviſh pertiſh humours: Haſt 
thou fallen into finne, by ;he ſirengrh of tempta<|dve no. 
tion, and thine owne corruption ? and doſt thou 
heare ſuch 2 ſweet voyce behinde thee as this. The 
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ſpeaking to you, who neyer yet had the Comforter 
Come to you. 

I comenow in the laſt place to ſpeake a word 
or two particularly, to ſuch of Gods people, who 


forter come to then, but now have loſt Him. Three 
things I have to ſay to theſe, Firſt, labour to be 


\ ſentible of thy loffe. Secondly, blame not Chriſt 


for departing from thee. Thirdly, uſe all holy 
meanes to ger him to returne to thee againe. Firſt 
I would have thce, O deſerted ſoule! ro labour be 
cruly ſenſible of thy loſſe. Though it bee that ſome 
are deepl» ſenſible of this great lofſe ; yer others 
inſtruttion. For a manto be ſtupid and ſenſeleſſe 
under corporall afflitions ; argues a very ill tem- 
per of ſpirit ; but for a man to bee ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſſe under ſpirituall afiitions, under ſuch a 


| ſpirituall aſfitRion as this ; the lofle of the Sunne. 


Thelofleof Chriſt as a Comforter, argues a very 
| il] temper of ſpirit indeed, Strive therefore, O de- 
| ſerted ſtupid foule ! to affeR thine hearr throughly 
with thy lofſe. Thou hafl loſt more then 7ob : 
when hee had loſt children ſubRance, health, ho- 


if thou had(t loft this world ; nay, thou kaſt loft 
more then if thou had(t loſt thy life, which is of 
more wotth then the world : thou haſt loſt Chriſt, 
which 1s richer then this world, and ſweeter then 
thy life. What an infinite lofſe werc it to this 
world, to looſe rhe Sunne ? *rwere ar once to looſe 
all : Perennte ſole. perennt oma ; for all things ſer- 
viceable for the uſe of man, depend upon the mo- 


tion and influence of that glorious Body, What 


can tell mee that they have found Chriſt as a Com- | 


are as deeply ſtupid, which moves me to note this 


nours, and friends : nay thou haſt loſt more, then 
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2 lofſe then is to the leſſer world, to looſe Chriſt the 
Sunne of Rightcouſheſle ?'Tis to looſeall good ar 
once, for foule and body. All Graces cloſe and 
wither when Chriſt departs, as all fragrant low- 
ers when the Sunne withdrawes his influence, 
And when theſe flowers wither in the ſoule, a man 

is 2 moving Dunghill, that fAlinkes in. the noſtrils | 


hach 1oſt Chriſt may tcuely ſay as ſhee when the 
Arke was loſt,that his plory departed. As the Sunne 
in the glory of the greater World, ſo Chrift. the 


| Sunne of Righteouſneſle, is the glory of the leſſer | 


of God and man, where eyer he comes. A man that | 


| World, ro wit ; man. 


Thou haſt loſt that in the world, thar is the 
world, that is more worth then the world, and | 
which all che world can never help the ro: Thou 
haſt loſt that which would have the worſt condi- | 
on in this life. a Heaven ; whereas the beſt with-| 
out jt is, but a hell. Thou hal Iofl that which 
would have beene to thy foule a continuall feaſt ; 
whereas now thy ſoule is in a continuall famine | 
and leannefſe, Thou haſt loſt thy tpirirs, and thy | 
ſoul is in a dead palſie, fo that thou arr a living 
dead man, fir for no fpirituall ſervice, Thou haſt 
loſt thy tead, thou haſt loſt thy eyes, thou haſt lofi 
thy hands, thou haſt loſt thy cloathing ; nay, thou | 
haſt loſt thy beſt father, thy beſt husband, thy beſt 
friend ; all this, and much more comfort is Chriſt | 
to man. Thou haſt grear reaſon then, O deſerted | 
ſoul, to lay to heart thy loſle. | 

Lay to heart thy lofle, this is comely, but doe þ 
not blame Chriſt from departing from thee, this 
is uncomely, and unrighteous. Uncomely ; for it 
doth not ſuit with wiſedomes children, to lay folly | 
7 ro 
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| © their Maker. Uurighteous, for thon conftrain® | 
{ bun to depart from thee, otherwiſe he had never | 
left thee : thou did(ſt finne againe and againe of | 
| | | weakneſle, and yet Chriſt as a Comforter did not | 
{ depart from thee, untill thou beganft ro take p/ea- ] 

| ' fare in unrighteonſneſſe, and to make ſinne a Cu- 
| tome: arioht exe,a very ſerviceable thing unto thee, | 
| \ Chriſt did nor leave thee. Thou began to wax | 
| 

| 


| pony againſt Chriſt, and then Chrift caſt thee 
| off. Thou beganſt to play the Apoſlate, and to 
| back(lide i in heart from Chriſt ; and then hee fel! 
| | off from Chriſt ; and then he fell off from thee, 
| an filled thee Rs rhine owne wayes. Now theſc 
| things 5 ſeriouſly conſidered. haſt chou any cauſe to 
blame CuR1sT for departing from thee? It isa 
comely and a very righteous thing for Wiſedomes 
chi!dren to juſtifie wiſedoms in all his Wayes, as 
to others ſo to our ers, Wherefore thus doe, O 
deferred foule, fay, righteous art thou, O Chritt, 
in departing from wee, and righteous maylt thou 
be, if thou never returac to me, fo unkin dly have 
I deaft with thecs 

Then fetthy leife ſeriouſly to the uſe ofall holy 
| Mears, hercby thou maiſt get thy Comforter to 
| return? to thee. Examinethy ſoule throvgly thou 
| mn}, ro Ando our what evil depived thee of ſo 
| great 2 good ; and jnſecious Joule-ſearching God 
| will ipeak trothy conicience, and conſcience will 
 ſpeake plainly totheey and tell thee wherein thou 
&idit give ditaſtetotby Comforter, and what was 
the cauſe he forſooke thy ſoule, 

And when thou haſt found out that evill, which 
conſcience tels thee, deprived thee of fo great a 
good ,thou mult fall very foule with it, how ſweet 
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ſoever it hath been unto thee. Thy orceat work 
mult be, to bring thy heart ro a holy r7eve-ge upon | 
this ſinne : to abhorre 1: and thy ſelfe becauſe of ! 
ie:and to become'yery vile, as /ob ſaith, and yery 
low in-thine owneeyes., Bring thy heart co ad- 
mire the i1finite parience and mercy of God, that 
things are no worſe with thy ſoul. That God had 
not cut thee off, ini'the ating of that fin for which 
he deſerted thee : that hee bath left any place for 
repentance, and giyen the leaſt deſire. ro. fer abour 
this work, _ = WOT 
And when thou art come thus far ; poſſibly the 
light of Gods countenance may begia now and 
thenz to glance into thy {oulezas at ſome lictle cran- | 
ny 2 orart leaſt ſome more then ordinary lightſom- 
neſle may appear +in-thy dark dull foule, as there 
doth in the dark morning, ſome ſpace of tinie be- 
fore the ſun appeares;that had left this Horizon. 
Now this beam of light; or this lictle lightſomneſle | 
of ſoule, thou muft- much admire ; and acknow3: 
ledge an unfathomed depth of love in it; thar God* 
ſhould ſo much as once ſtoope, to calt-an eye after | 
thee more, to give thy ſoule the leaſt refreſhing, 
that did abuſe flagons'of love. 
_ Bythis glimpſe of light, or glimmering light, you 
are to ſtrengthen your faith in the beliefe of this ; 
that light will more and more appeare, as the light 
ofthe morning unto the perfet day : and fo con- 
ſequently to follow God with ſo muchthe more- 
feryencie of prayer, for the return of his wozted | 
kindneſſe. Foſeph, you know carried! himſelf very | 
roughly to his brethren which had abuſed him, | 
for ſome ſpace of time and put them in great fear | 
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Chrifts ( ommunion with. 
and many harſh words he gavethem, and hacſh 
lookes - but at laſt when his brethren had brought 
him to Benjamin, and diſcourfed a while, Joſephs 


with-hold his brotherly love, - Come near to mee, / 
pray you, I ans Joſeph your brother, &c. Thus Chriſt 
our elder Brother deales with us, who doe unkmnd- 
ly and unbrotherly uſe him : hee will handle us 


very roughly, and put us in fear of the lofſe of our 


| beſt lives : he will make our conſciences ſpeake | 


bitter things againft us; andlet looſethe, devill to 
tell us that we are Spzes, hypocrites, and falſe 
friends to Chriſt : in this diſtracted, affrighted, 
perplexed ſtate, he may hold us many dayes, ma- 


| ny weekes, many moneths ; but hee cannot hold 
in his brotherly love alwayes, if we patiently bear | 


his frownes, and kindly intreat him, and bring 
Benjamin to him, his owne blood and merits; 
this will make his bowels-work ; and make him 
unmask himſelfe and ſay, come neare to me, O 
mourning ſoules, tofled and not comforted-, T am 


ſed :in a little wrath I hid my face from you, but 
now with everlaſting kindnefſe will I-embrace 
you, Et 


T 4971918 Des gloria. 
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bowels began to worke, and hee: could no longer | 


Chriſt your elder Brother, whom yee unkindly us | 
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2.Tim,q.verſe 22. 
The Lord feſus Chriſt be withthy ſpirit. 
Fs Text is Pauls ſweet affeRionare fare- 


well to Timothy, Many grave and gracious | 
inſtructions Par had given Tiwethie ; but 
"1s not much what man ſaith to the eare, as what | 
Chriſt faith to the heart that workes cfteually, | 
to ſet man about his duty ;and therefore doth Par! 
in the concluſion of all his Chriftian counſell to 
Timothy pathetically pray, That the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt would be with his Spirit. | 
The belt teaching of man, is bur as water ſpilt 
on the ground unleſſe Chriſt inwardly teack the 
ſpirit, If Tam taught my duty by a Paz, one in 
pits not inferiour to the chiefeſt Apoſtles, yet un- 
lefſe Chriſt bee with my ſpirit, to make things 


ſeedcaſt into bad ground. And therefore Paul ſaw 
it but needfull, as to teach the eare, ſo to intreat 
the Lord to teach and ſtrengthen the ſpiric. The 
Lord Ieſus Chriſt be with thy ſpirit. 
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There is a great diſtance (you know) berweene 
tke eare and the heart : it is an eafie thing for man 
to bring home things unto the one, butnoleſle 

then the almighty power of Chri, will bring 
home things unto the other, There is an incom- 
parable hardnefſe upon the heart of man natural- 
ly : it is harder then an Adamant: now though a 
child with his lictle finger, may make a dint upon 


| 
| 
| 
j 


j 


$ 
! 
} 


a 


ther in heaven ? 


dow, yet a Gyant with all his ſtrength; cannot 
| 


| makedints upon an Adamant ; much leſſe can all 
| created (trength, make divine impreſſions upon the 


ſpirit of man ; and therefore it is, that Par! doth 
implore an Almighty ſtrength to do thus, The Lord 
teſus (hrift be with thy Spire. 

Why doth not Paxl here, wiſh riches and ho- 
nours and pleaſures unto 7 imothie ? Is the bare 
preſenceof Chrift with a mans ſpirit ſuch a bleſ- 
ling? To this T anſwer riches and honours, &c. 
They are. #014, but not optima: good things, but 
not the beſt thing. Earthly things though good in 
themſelves, yer are no further forth good to mee, 


then as the Lord Jeſus Chrift is with my fpirit, to | 


guide then'it to uſe them , and therefore Paul as 
one truly wiſe, prayed for the prime good for 7+ 
mthy . for that 800d which makes all other things 
worke together good, to wit, That tohave the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt with our ſpirits, a prime and 
principall bleſſing, Pau! here wiſheth it to Timo- 
thy as acardinall blefſing, The Lord Teſus Chrift 


be with thy ſpirit, 


Enzcleatio propoſitionts. 


To have (hriſt with our ſpirits, &c. How can | 


Chriſt be preſent with man upon earth,who is noW 
aſcended, and fittech at the right hand of his Fa- 


3 The 
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ne | | The Apoſtle doth hint an anſwer to this quelſtt- 
4n | || on, in the forme of his prayer, if you obſerve it» 
le | ]| The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaith hee, be with thy ſpirit- 
ng | || He ſpeakes of ſuch a preſence, as will fitly yeeld 
n- | || Communion and fellowſhip to theſpirit of man. 
1 | I} There 1s a double preſence of Chriſt with man, | 
a | [| corporall and ſpirituall joyntly ;or meerly ſpiri- 
0n | | tuall. With juft men made perfett in glory, Chrilt 
ot | [| is corporally preſent ; they behold his wounded 
ll | | body made a glorious body, as a conrinuall affu- 
he| [| rance of the Reſurre&ion of their owne vile bo- | 
th | [| dies, unto the ſame ſimilitude. And with them | 
rd | [| Chriſt is preſent, ſpiritually filling them with thoſe 
joyes, the taſte of which upon earth, is called ##- 
> | || ſpeakable and full of glory. Of this communion 
re| || ſpeaks Chrit himſelf. 7 54» them, and thou im me: | 
||| 524t they may be made perfeft in one. Joh. 17+ 23, | 
c ||| Asthe foule is rota in toto, & tote in qualiber parte: | 
t | | | according to the whole, in that whole which is 
n | | | lefle noble rhen ir ſelfe : according to the whole, 
;, || | that is, according to that full force and energy 
o || whichthe ſoul hath, it aRuates and organizeth, 
s | |} every member of the body, the leaſt as well as the | 
- | |} greateſt ; SoChriſt in the miſticall body of Saints 
s | || glorified, is as I may ſay, Totus in toro, & tarns im 
{ 


——— 
— 


qualibet parte. Whole Chriſt doth wholly exerciſe 
dominion in every glorified foul ; hence it is, that 

- | |} all ſuch fouls, are wholly holy,and wholly happy; 

| | | chatis perfeRly holy, and perfeRly happy : for as 

much as Chriſt,who is in the fulneſſe of his Fathers 
glory, is fully preſent with them. 

|} | Secondly, there is a preſence of Chriſt with man, 

| | jineerly fpirituall ; that is, ſuch a preſence * as 


| | | whereby not the perſon, but the providence of 
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| Chriſt may be ſeen, Such a preſence as ſwpertora | 
| have with #yferiora, not a contrguall, but a vertuall 
| preſence : a preſence of influence and goverance, 


{| as the Sun hath with us by his rayes and beames, 
; And this preſence is either Commune or Speciall, 

' The Commune preſence of Chriſt with man, is 
that whereby man is upheld and guided, aCcor- 


 farre from every one of us for in him we live, move, 


 upholder of each creature, is not farre from every 
cne of us : thatis ; hee is ſtill preſent with usthus, 
and with all N ations of men, which hee hath made 
| of one blood, to dwell uponthe face of the earth. This 
preſence of Chriſt with man therefore, cannot 
properly be called a prime and prixcipall bleſſing, 
a Choiſe and favour, becauſe it is Commune to 
; mankinde in generall , yea Commune to all crea- 
cures below man ; for God is with all the works 
of his aands, to uphold every creature according 
to its proper ſpecies. 

| - Secondly, there 1s a ſpeciall preſence of Chrifl 
! with man which is that efficacious working of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, in the ſpirit of man; whereby ir is 
| made one ſpirit, with the Spicit of Chriſt, in wil- 
ling and nilling, according to that of the Apo- 
file, Hee that is joyned to the Lord.is one Spirit. 

| There js a ſpeciall preſence of Chriſt, with the 


\ bodies of men, for the good of them ; which the 
| Pſalmiſt intimates where he ſaith, That he knows 
onr frame, and remembers that we aye but auſt : and 


ding to the being of a rationall creature. Of 
this preſence of Chriſt with man ſpeakes the A+ 
| poſtle, that they ſhould ſeche the Lord, if h:ppily they 
might feele after him and finde him though he be not 


| and have our being. AQs 17,2728. Chrilt as an | 
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| 
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the righteous. And Jacob found the truth of this 
by experience, when hee fled before Eſan, and 
ſlept ſo ſweetly upon a ſtone. Butthis tender and 
ſpeciall preſence and providence of Chriſt, reſ- 
pecting the ourward man, is comprehended under 
the other, which reſpe&s the inward man, as quid 
minus ſub majors, a leſſe bleſſing under a greater. 
For if God be ina ſpeciall manner preſent with 


| my fpirit, to guide and order that unto all Holy 
wayes,my ſpirit will command my body to walke 
in them tooz and ſo conſequently Chriſt cannoc 


chuſe, but be cenderly preſent with mee alſo, for 
the good of that, whilſt every member. thereof, is 
auatred by a ſpirit of His owne ordering, to his 
own honour, as weapons of righteouſneſſe. And 
therefore doth Pal (pithily, to ſpeake much in 
few) flently paſſe over that, which is neceſſarily 
preſuppoſed ; praying, that Chriſt would be with 
Timothies ſpirit, and then he was ſure, Chriſt 
would bee after a ſpeciall marner preſent with his 
body too,for the good of that.The Loyd Jeſus Chriſt 
be with thy ſpirit. That is, the Lord leſus Chraſ? 
exerciſe a ſpectall dominion in thy ſpirit, for the gui- 
ding and ordering of it, unto the avoyding of evill, 


may have all the glory, due to hes Name. 

Now that thus to have Chriſt preſent with a 
a mans ſpirit, is a prime and principall bleſſing ; 
I will plainely demonſtrate to you by a triple ar- 
oument ab effe tn. 

Thusro have Chriſt preſent with our ſpirits, is 
the ready way to all temporall, ſpirituall, and e- 
ternall good * and therefore muſt needs be a pri-ne 


and to the. performing of all ou whereby Chrift 


that the «Ange: s of the Lord pitch their tents about | 


— 
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and principall bleſſing. Thus | 
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them moſt tender ro avoide finne, and ro keepe 
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Thus to have Chriſt preſenc with a mans ſpi hee 
rit, is the ready way unto all temporall good. i |; 


Men whoſe ſpirirs, Chriſt doth after a ſpeciall | 
manner order, to ayoide finne, and to keep them 
ſelves pure, as Paul here uſcth the expreſſion to Ti | 
miothy, all temperall good things, ſo farre forth as | 
may bee good for them, belong unto them by pro- | 
miſe : For goalinefſe hath the promiſe of this life. It 
{hall come to paſſe ( ſaith the Lord) if you walke m 


my waye:, that 1 will bleſſe you in the fruit of the . 


wonbe.sn the fruit of the field,in the basket and ſtore, 
Go." If you walk, in my wayes I will do this, &c. 
Why, they with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is afcer a ſpe- | 
ciall manner preſent, this is their high way (as So-| 
lomon ſaith) to depart from evill : thatis ; this is 
their daily endevour, to walke in all the waics of 
the Lord ; and ſo conſequently, all cemporall good 
of right belongs unto them. 

But you will ſay, how is it then, that thoſe with 
whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is moſt preſent to make moſt 
tender for this honour, have uſually leaſt of all 
reinporall good things ? ff 

To this the anſwer is eafie and manifold. Men | 
with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is moſt preſefit, to make 


'themſelyes pure, theſe rhe divell doth molt of all 
 maliene,and ſets his limmes to ſpoile theme: of their 
goods, As the Author to the Hebrewes Aaith, to 
keepe them from that, which Chriſt would have 
them adyanced to; or elſe to ſtrip them of that, 


ſonment, baniſhment and the like ; and ſo make 


| to wander in Deſerts and Wildernefſes, wearing 


ſuch live in dens and holes, and caves of the carth; 
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which Chriſt hath conferred on them, by impri- ; 


g—_— —— 


—_— 


- | ſheep skinnes, and goat-skinnes, whom the world 
| fis nor worthy. Where 2 ſpirit of malice and cons | 


{[werably gives of theſe outward things unto them. 
[A wiſe Father hath his eye upon the diſpoſition of 
4his child, and to what exorbitancie he findes him 


[and ſo keeps his childe ſhort of what hee could o- | 
| [therwiſe 1iberally allow him. And thus 'tis with 
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fuſion rules, tis no maryell te ſee ſervants ſet on 
horſe-back, and Princes go on foot. 

Secondly, men with whoſe ſpirit Chrift is after 
2 ſpeciall manner preſent, he takes ſpecrall notice 
to whatevill the ſpirit is moſt enclined, and fo anſ- 


enclined, hee labours to prevent all occaſions to it, |. 


our heavenly Father, reſpe&irg his children : he 
eyes firiRly their ſpirits, and if hee ſee them incli- * 
ned to pride, covetouſneſſe, or any other ſcanda- 
lous vice, he ſhortens them in that, which may fo- 
ment theſe. At this (I thinke) 7ames may point, 
where he faith, Ler the rich rejoyce im that hets 
made low. Tam. 1. 10. God out of tender love to | 
his children oft times makes them poore in purſe, | 
that they may become poore in ſpirit, and ſo ca- 
pable of the kingdom ofheaven, Which rightly 
weighed, is not matter of forrow, but matter of | 
joy,as James faith, | 
Thirdly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after ; 
a ſpeciall manner preſent ro guide them to walke | 
in his wayes, and to keepe themſelves pure; Chrit 
doth prove them by poverty, as by other things : 
and hence it may come to paſſe, thar Chriſtians 


V_ — 


very holy may yet notwithſtanding be very de- 
Aitute of the things of this life. Thus you know 


the Lord dealt with /ob. Chriſt was after a ſpe- 
ciall manner preſent with his Spirit, to guide him 


| | | co 
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to walke uprichtly above many in his time. Now 
tro make knowne this to the world, to his owne 
olory, and fobseternall honour, he ſtript 726 of all, 
and ſet him upon a dunghill, who before fart with 
the chiefeſt in ſeats of honour. God will have the 
world know. that thoſe with whoſe ſpirits hee is 


after a ſpeciall manner preſent, to g1ide and order . 
them, are nvt as thoſe with whoſe ſpirits the dayel 
{is in a ſpeciall manner preſent, to guide and order; 
[ro wit, ſuch as will winde and turne every Way 
when put to it. 

Laſtly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after 
a ſpeciall manner preſent, they defire but little of ET 
the things of this life ; and therefore 'tis no mart "_ 
vell, to ſee Chriſtians very holy, yer not very} c af 
wealthy. Chriſtians with whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is} 


afer a ſpeciall manner preſent, they only defire}, _ 


daily bread ; Agars portion, food convenicnt ; and 


this the Lord gives thein,.and with this they arc 


contented, which is rhe only wealthy eſtate, Chri-| 
Rians, with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after a ſpeciallſ 


pre 


| applies himſelfe, ro be moſt liberall in the diftribu- 


| after; in mercy,or in juſtice, Chriſtians whoſe 


manner preſent. they hunger and thirSt after righ- 
teonſnefſe, not after riches in the world » they cover 
the beſt gmifts, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, | 
and notthe fading riches of this life. Now Chrill 


full 


tion of that, which the ſpirits of men moſt bend 


ſpirirs moſt ſtrongly bend after grace ; to Theſe 
Chriſt in mercy doth moſt bountifully apply him- 
ſelfe to give grace; according to that of Chriſt, 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirff after righte- 
0%f; eſſe, for they ſhall be filled. Chriſtians whoſe 


ſpirits moſt ftrongly bend after wordly riches 
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his Church Militant. 


10 theſe oft times Chriſt in Juſtice moſt liberally 
applyes himſelte to give thoſe, according to that 
of the Plalmili, Whoſe belly rhou filleſt with thy hid 
treaſure. According likewiſe to that of Solomon, 
There is a ſore enul which ] have ſcene under the 
Sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof 
to therr hurt : Pal. 17. 11.Eccleſ.5.13. The ob- 
jection being thus anſwered the argument 1s (till 
of force. T hat to have Chriſt with our ſpirits, is 
the way tO all cemprall good, and fo conlequently, 
a prime and principall bleſſing. 

Bur chat i may yet more tully ſpeake in this ar- 
gument, note that temporall good,. is either poſt- 
tive, or privative ; (it I may for illuſtrations ſake 
ſo diſtinguiſh.) Temporall good in a poſitive 
ſenſe, is that ſecular thing, which is in ſelfe good ; 
as bread, and cloathing,and the like, of which wee 
have already ſpoken. 

Temporall good pcivatively ſo called, is afMlict- 
on ordered to a mans good, which in it lelfe is not 


| ſo. Now all thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is | 
| preſent, are partakers ofthis remporall good. All 


outward croſſes tend to their-inmward gaine, be- 
cauſe Chriſt is with their ſpirits: 
ward troubles arc heavier or lighter, 
full or more profitable till to a man as \Chriſt is 
pleaſed to order his Spirit under them} A little 
outward trouble, if Chrift let it ſeize upon a mans 
{pirit_he quickly Fnks and dyes under his bur- 
then, according to that of the Apoſtle, worldly ſor- 
row Carſeth death. The loſſe of a wife or husband ; 
nay, the lofle of a child or friend ; nay, the lofle 
of the leaſt outward content, if Chriſt ſtand a 
loofe from a mans ſpirit,and ler it faſten upon him, 
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death ; whereas all outward afflitions, meeting 
rogether upon the outward man, if Chrift be with 
the ſpirit, to ſupport and beareup that,a Chriſtian 
ſweetly ſubmits, and keeps on his, according to 
| to that ofthe Apoſtle, Rejoycing m hope, patient in 
' tribulation, continuing inſtant in prayer : Rom. 12, 


| 12, Now Chriſt tenderly watches, when outward | 


'troublzs begin to take hold of that Spirit, with 
| whom hee is ſpecially preſent, and then hee quick- 
| Iy ceiceves and eaſes it ; and notonly ſo, but fan- 
Qifles, it, to the drawing of ſuch a ſpirit nearer to 
God in love, according to that of David,Pfal. 116, 
1.2.1 love the Loyd, becauſe he hath heard my wayce, 
| and my ſupplications, becauſe hee hath inclined his 
eare unto me, therefore will 1 call upon him as lon 
as] lie, Adde this to the former, that to have 
Chriſt with our ſpirits; is the ready way to all 
temporall good, whether poſitive, or privateve ; 


bleſſing. | 

Secondly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is 
ſpecially preſent, are in the ready way to all ſpi- 
ricuall good : and therefore thus to have Chriſt 
preſent with our ſpirits, muſt needs be counted a 
principall bleſfing. Chriſt is the author and wor- 
ker of all grace; and therefore ſuch ſpirits muſt 
| needs be very gracious with whom Chriſt is. The | 
places are holy whereunto the Ark of the Lord hath) 
come, ſaith Solomon, 2. Chron. 8.11, I may tru- 
ly fay it of Chriſt, which. the ark rypifieds The 
ſpirits are holy with whom Chriſt is, and where| 
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| be. will ſoone languiſh, and bleed inwardly to 
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and you muſt needs grant it to bea principall||. 


| holy Chriſt comes. They are at the well-head 
| for holineſſe, which have holy Chriſt with their 
| ſpirits, | 
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| never ſo cold ; yet if Chriſt be with it, he is in the | 


| his Church Militant. 
They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are in 
| the ready way tothe yery height of heavenly wiſ- 
| dome as Chriſt is. With him are all the treaſures 
| of wiſdome. Hee that lyes in thy boſome, tea- 
f ching thee wiſdome ſecretly, came out of the very 


| boſome of the Almighty, and knowes all things ; 


and he gives ſuch an unRion to that Spirit which 


| he teaches, that hee makes ir know and diſcerne all 


things t00. . 

They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are in 
the ready way to the yery height of love, which 
is the glory of all graces, in the fight of God and 
man ; for there is ao ſuch worker and winner of 
love, as Chriſt is. If hee doe but put in his finger 
by the hole of the doore, hee will make a mans 
bowels melt after him, If hee doe bur reveale his 
love to our ſpirits a little ; our = otow fick of 
love unto him. He will wound us with one of his 
eycs; ſo full of beauty is hee, Leta mans fpiric bz 


ready way to burn with love to Chriſt, as ſtrong 
as death, which many waters catinot quench. 

They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are in 
the ready way to tlie very height of joy and con- 
ſolation : they are in the ready way to joy n/pea- | 
kable and fall of glory. Theſe things have I ſpoken 
unto you, &c, laid Chrit to his Diſciples. Chritt 
ſpeaks ſuch chings to the fpirits of thoſe with | 
whom hes preſent, asfills their ſpirirs with joy, 
to the very brim ; and this oft times in the very | 


Y 


depth of all outward extremity. The Church | 
doth darkly hint this. The Comforter which ſhould 
releeve my ſoule is far from me : Lame 1. 16. As if 
the Church had ſaid, though my outward miſery 
F > 
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| beexceeding & great, yer if the Comforter did bur 

keep cloſe to my ſpirit, I ſhould have as much con- 
folation as my heart could hold," in the midit of all 
my miſery : : bur this is my miſery, that the Com- | 


forter which ſhould releeve my foule is far from | 
mee : out of the hearing of ghs and groans : nay, | 
our of the hearing of ſtrong cry es 3 e bs augry a- 
gainſt my prayers, In a word a Chriftian which | 
{ bath Chrift wich his ſpirit, is in the ready way to | 
| excell in virtue, as David ayes: to cxcell in all 
vertue ; tobe wiſer than his teachers - 1NGre excel- 
lent in all grace than his neighbours. And there- 
fore, to have Chriſt preſent with our ſpirits, mult | 
necds be counted and called, 4 prime and princi-. 
pall bleſſing . | 
| Laſtly, to have Chriſt with our ſpirits, is che 
ready way unto eternall good ; and therefore a 
principall bleſſing. As a "tone carries with Ty 
whatſoever light thing be faſtened to it, unto its: 
own center ; j Chrifl whoſe proper place of, refi- | 
dence is Heaven, carries with him thither, all ſuch | | 
ſpirics as to whom he is united on earth. If we | 
have a ſpeciall friend at Court, we cotint that we | 
are in a ready way to fee all the pomp of the 
Prince. Chriſt hath the keyes of Heaven and Hell ; 
hee opens and no man ſhuts ; ſhuts, and no man 
can open - all with whoſe ſpirits he hath dwelt, 
and been kindly uſed upon earth, hee knowes 
and when they ſhall knock at thoſe everlaſling 
gates, hee will open and let them inte every roome 
it his royall dwelling and ſhew them all the glo- 
ry which he had wich his Father before the world 
was,'Tis betweene Chriſt and that ſpirit with 
whom he lives, as betyeene Naomi and Ruth : 
where | 
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commands his Angels co bring them to erernall | 


very ſerpent Rings and venoms ſuch a naked body 
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ſpirits live in the body, Chriſt will live with them 
there 3 when they remove out of the body, Chriſt 
will nct leave them (death cannot ſeparate) but 


manſons with himfelfe, Chriſt which is lifted 
up to glory himſelte, will draw up all ſuch unto 
him, as in whoſe ſpirits hee dwels, and no ſtrength | 
ſhall bee able to withſtand him : none ſhall pluck | 
ſuch our of his hand. Fnio cus Chriſto, eſt unie 
inumibiles, 4 

If to have Chriſt with our ſpirits bee a grand fa- 
Vaur,not to have him with our ſpirits, mult needs be 
a orandevill. A ſpirit without Chriſt 1s naked, 
as a body without cloaths. Many things may 
make cloathing and defence for the body, but cn- 
ly Chriſt that be/# garment as the Father ofthe | 
Prodieall cals him, can make cloathing and muni- 
tion for the ſoule. A mans fſpirir without Chrift 
is asa naked body amongſt thornes, every thorne | 


wy 
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where the one lives the cies will. Whileſt ſuch 


pierceth, and every bryar ſcratcheth, and fereherh 
bloud from ſuch a body ; ſo worldly caresand | 
worldly feares, when Arong, will pierce ſuch a na- | 
ked ſpirit thorow and thorow, and make him run 
mad, if God (unſought) doe nor ſeafonably Rep | 
in and bridle the Bedlam. A mans ſpirit withour | 
Chrift, is as a naked body amongſt Serpents , e- 


to death - . ſoevery ſeed of rhe Serpent ſtings and | 
poyſonst to death ſuch naked ſoules,by their threat- | 
nings, flatteries, examples, and the like. a mans | 


ſpirit without Chriſt, isas a naked body in great 
blaſts of lightning ; ſuch bodies are ſuddenly 
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| ſuddenly blaſted, 


| 


J 


| able to ſee the lexfk beame of ſavino 


C hriſts Communiouwith, 


by the fiery darts of the Devill, 
and fo fluddenly oft times goe from burning to bur- 
ning ; from burning in fin, to burning in Hell. 

A mans ſpirit without Chriſt is nor only naked, 
Put blind roo. A naked man having his Gghr, 
may make {ome ſhift ; but a man naked and bl:ad 
too ; 1s iRA miſerable helpleſſe Rate indecd : and 
ju{t ſuch is.the ſtace and condition of eyery mats 
{pirit, that hath noc Chriſt with it: for as the Sun 
inthe Heavens is the eye and light of the greater 
world ; ſo the Sun of righteouſnefſe Chriſt, is the 
eye and light of the lefler world, man. Now doe ' 
out imagine what a dark dolorous condition wee 
{hould all be in, 1f the Sun were darkened or had 
utterly forſaken our Horizon ; or do but think of 
that darkneſſe, which was upon the AFgypans | 
for a little time, when no man could ſtir our of ' 
his place ; and fuch and much worſe is the dark. 


! dolorous condition of a ſpirit without Chriſt , not 


o liehr, not able | 
co {tr a ſtep out of his place, in the way that leads 
to life. _ 

A mans ſpirit without Chrit is not onely blind, 
but dumb too. A man that is blind, yer if hee can | 
{peake, can beg for that which hee cannot ſee to 
worke for. But when a man is blinde, and dumb. 
too , that hee can neither help himſclfe, nor beg of 
others, hee i» in 2 dolefull condition indeed ; and ; 
Juſt fuch is the condition of every mans ſpirit that 
hath not Chriſt with it, For as Chriſt is Eyes to 


—— — 


the ſoule, ſo he is a Mouth and Tongue, enabling. 
rocry Abba Father, Voleſſe the ſpirit of Chriſt be | 
with our ſpirits, helping our infirmities who are | 
| godly . we are dumb, and not able to ſpeak to our | 
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owne Father, as adopred children for daily bread ; | 
much more unable co bes. for life, to the dread- 
full Judge of all the world, mult all ungodly per- 
ſogs needs be, whoſe ſpirits are altogether without | 
Chriſt, as an helper, I would have all men that ' 
live in their (ins, think ſeriouſly of this ; when 
Chriſt as the dreadfull Judge of all che world at 
che great day ſhall ask you, what you have to ſay 
for your ſelves. that you ſhould not eternally dye 
for your (ins, 1n which, you have lived, you will 
bee like that man which was without his wedding 
garment, dnmb and not able to fy a word for 
your ſelves, becauſe Chriſt is not with your ſpirits. 
'Tis impoſſible that a mans owne guilty ſpirit 
ſhould be able to look the terrible Judge of men ' 
and Divels in the face, much leffe ſpeake a word j 
for mercy, unlefſe the Almighty Spirit of Chrilt be 
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| with-it, to a1d it. Many ignorant wretches footh 


themſelves with this, that they will ar laſt cry, 
Lord, Lord and ſo prevaile quickly for pardon | 
with him, is infinite in mercy, Why. but think en 
this, 0) ignorant ſoule ! Vo man can call [eſus Lord.” 
but by the Holy Ghoſt. Thou wilt not in thy erea- 
teſt need be able to cry Lord, Lord, unlefle the 
Lord be with thy ſpirit. Death will ting thee, 
conſcience will gnaw thee, Chrift will, condemne | 
thee, Devils will ceare thee , and yet wilt not thou } 
bee able to cry, Lord. Lord, have mercy on we; i 
unleſle the Lord be with thy ſpirit: bur in ſtead of | 
crying, Lord, Lord, for mercy,thou wilt burne m 
malice ag1inſt the Lord, and curſe and blaſpheme | 
as Devils and damned wretches doe, Haft thou 
never:{ſcen condemned wretches, not only dinnb; 


bur withall, deſperate too : and leap of the ladder 
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; themſelves, without either asking God or man 
 forgiveneſſe ? Thus'in a ſpirituall ſenſe, and much 
worſe, wilt thou doe in the great day of judge- 
ment, for as inuch as Chriſt is not with thy ſpirit. 
Fourthly, a mans ſpirit wichour Chriſt is not 
only blind and dumb but deafe roo. And if a man 
| be blind and dumb, yer if hee c1n heare, he may 
make ſome (ſhift t> help himſelfe ; we follow a 
thing (we know) ſometimes by che ſound, when 
wee cannot fee it, nor ſpeak whar it is : but when 
a man is naked, blind, dumb, and deafe too, hee 


| the ſtate of a mans ſpirit without Chriſt, For 
{ Chriſt, as heis Eyes and Toungue ſo he is Eares 
| alſo to the ſoule of man. Hence it is that Johr 
! ſpeaks fo frequently of ſpirituall hearing, after a 
| Hypotheticall manner : Hee that hath an eare, ec. 
That is, ifany wan have ſpicituall diſcerning, Let 
| him heare what the Spirit ſaith to the (hurches. In- 
j tlmaring that a ſpiritualleare is a very rare thing 


j to be found, that which no man hath, bur hee 
| which hath Chriſt with his ſpirit, that hath had 


his eares bored by the Spirit of Chriſt, as the Scrip= 
ture ſpeaks ; all others are as deafe as Adders and 
cannor heare the voyce ofthe Charmer, charme he 
never fo wiſely. I would have all that livein 
their ſins, ſeriouſly conſider this too, as a further 
degree of unhappineſle. Yeu tell us that you will 


' of God in the Miniſtry of his Word : but ler mee 
aske you this ; Have you not hitherto turned the 


| deafe eareupen God? Yes : I and ſo you will doe 


for: the time to come. ; and the reaſon of both the 
the fame , becauſe Chriſt is not with your ſpirits. 
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Chriſti Communion with | 


15 ina helpleſſe condition indeed , and juſt ſuch is 


| turne from your fins hereafrer, and obey the call | 


Ler | 
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[Ler mercies call, correions call ; let friends call, 
| farher call, mother call, husband call, wife call: 
| let Miniſters call, conſcience call; nay, ler Chriſt 
| himelfe call, in what voyce he will, fullvoyce, or 
| lowd voyce, in words never fo pleaſing, or neyer 
ſo ptercing, yet wilt not thou heare, becauſe Chriſt | 
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'is not, with thy fpiric ; but with Salomon; foole 
wilt on. 1n thy fins, apd beeternally puniſhed. 

Fifchly, a mans fpirit without Chrift is wich- 
our feeling, in a dead palkie all over, which how. 


| 


;:dolorous ſuch a ſtate is, in a corporall ſenſe, you | 
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I am ſure, As the {pirit of man can neither ſee, | 
ſpeake, nor hear, ſo neither can it feele, without | 


Spirir of Chriſt, is dead, Chriſt is. to. our ſpirits, | 
as our ſpirits are unto our bodies, their life ; and 
life is the principle of feeling ; for the dead feele 
nothing. Whey Chrsft which i our | life] (hall aps 
peare, &c, Where. there is no Chritt. there is no | 
life ; and where there is no life, there, is no feeling. ! 
You know the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſorne that were 
paſt feeling, having given themſelves over to laſeivs- | 
onſueſſe, ro works all uncleanneſſe with greedineſſe. 
"There the Apoſtle ſpeakes of ſuch a ſenſleſheſſe, as 
lies upon the ſoulc by a ſecond a& of divine juſtite, | 
All humane ſpirits by the firft a& of divine juſtice 
upon Adam,are naturally paſt feeling, and would } 
giveup themſelyes unto all wickednes with gree» 


| dines did nor God reſtraine. To be paſt fceling 


| in this latter ſenſe, notes principally a want of di- 
| 


vine affe&tion ; when finne doth nor kindly affeR 
the ſoule with ſorrow ; as in the former ſenſe, 
when finne doth not at all affeRt the ſoule with 
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know ; much more doforous in a fpiriuall ſenſe, | 


the Spirit of Chriſt, The ſpirit of man without the | 


| 
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kindly affeR the ſoule wich joy ; as inthe other 
ſenſe, when they doe not affe& the ſoule with joy 
| at all ; but rather difturbe and provoke' to paſſion 
and malice. _ 00s 

I would have all that live in their finnes, ſeri- 


happineſſe. You have heard many powerfull Ser- 
mons, which you have {cen worke admirably up- 
| on others, and yet they have made no impreſſion 


and the reaſon of both, one and the ſame; becauſe 
Chriſt is not with your ſpirits ; and by reaſon of 
| this, your hearts are as Adamants, which every 
ſtroke hardens, bur not breaks ir. Let the maſter 
ſmite, and the man ſmite ;let God fmite, and his 
Miniſter ſmite, and conſcience ſimite ; nayy leteve- 
ry member of the body be ſmitten with puniſh- 
| ment, to affeR the ſoule with finne, yet will it not 
tir and complaine, unlefle Chriſt be with it. 


out taſting or ſmelling : to theſe ſenſes alſo (you 
know) the Scripture doth allude, and therefore 
ficly here may I, to ſet forth fully, the unhappy 
| condition of every ſpirit without Chriſt. ' You 


| oufly thinke on this alſo, asa further degree of un- | 


upon your ſpirits ; and many hundred more may, 
you keare, & nodivine impreſſion art laſt be made; | 


Finally, a mans ſpirit without Chriſt, is with- | 


know the Apoſtle ſpeakes of fome, that ſavonred 
| not the things of God; which is a tearme applyed 
in Scripture, to the ſenſe of ſmelling as well as to, 
the ſenſe of taſting, and therefore for brevity ſake 


| do There joyne both ſenfes together, in a Spiritu- 


all way of alluFon., Why all that have not Chriſt 
with their ſpirits, are ſuch as cannot rightly ſavoury 


for bitter. I 


[prrituall things ; {uch pus bitter for ſweet, and ſweet 
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ſorrow : when holy wayes and works dot not | | 
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I would have all you that live in your fins, fe- 
riouſly thinke on this too, as a furcher degree of 
unhappinefle. You come oft times to Wiſedomes 
home, and though ſhee prepare you all Spirituall 
dainties, yet you can reliſh nothing, but ſome by 
things, that lie about the diſh, rather for orna- 
ment, then for food. And would you know the 
reaſon of this ? *tis becanſe Chriſt is not with your 
ſpirits. If Chrifl were with you, you would feed 
on every diſh at Wiſedomes table, on-promiſes, 
| | yea, and on threatnings too : To the hunory ſoule, 

| | every bitter thing s8 ſeen, ſaith Solomon, All that 
is good and wholeſome goes down well, where 
Chrift is with the Spirit, You come frequently to 
Wiſedomes houſe, who keeps a Table here and 
*rwere for a King, and yet you haveleane ſhrivel'd 
ſoules, like men in a conſumption : every one tcls 
you, that you look as if you were [tarved, ſpeake 
and live, as if you neyer heard a good Sermon 
from yeers end, to yeers end: they tell you that 
you are foleane and feeble, that you need the be- 
nefit of all the ſpirits, that every diſh at Wiſdomes | 
table can yeeld, ro ftrengthen you, and recover | 
you, and yet every diſh almoſt goes againſt your ; 
ſtomacks ; and that you doe eat, is without ſayour 
or any other yertue, and ſo you languiſh with all 
dainties before you ; and thus you will goe on lan- 
euiſhing. untill you quice conſume and periſh erer- 
nally, unlefle Chriſt be with your ſpirits. 

You ſee (I ſuppoſe) plainly by this time, that 
as it is a prime and principall happineſle to have 
Chriſt with our ſpirits, fo iris a prime and prin- | 
cipallevill and unhappineſſe, nor to have Chriſt | 
with our ſpirits. Wherefore having laid open both, 
; before 
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before you, let me entreat you all to laok in upon 


$ 
k 


your ſpirits.and fee who keeps company with them 
Chriſt or the divell , one of theſe two is with all 
our ſpirits. If Chrift be not with our fpirics, the 


dryill is and will be. IfChriſt be with your ſpi-| 


Chrifts Communion wth  - | 


ris, according tothe ſenſe and meaning of the A- 


poſtle in my text, you ſhall find it by theſe rwo| 


things, the body is dead becanſe of fin, and the ſpirit | 
zs life becauſe of righteonſueſſe, * Tis Pauls Cha-| 


racer of Chrifls ſpeciall preſence in: the ſoul of 
man upon earth, and therefore of ſtrong auchori- 
ty. And if Chriſt be inyou, the bodie is dead becauſe 
of fins but the ſpirit is life b:cauſe of righteouſneſſe. 
Rom.8.10. The body is dead becaule of ſinne ; 
that is, the body of corruption is deſtroyed, as in 
reſpeR ofthe guilt of it, ſo in reſpe& of the domi- 


| nion of it. And rhe ſpirit 5s bife becauſe of righteouſ- | 


vefſe - that is, the regenerate part is viporozs, in 
reference to all righteous waycs. 

And if therefore you would know whether 
Chriſt be with your ſpirits, ſee whether your bo- 
dies be dead becauſe of finne : whether you labour 
to bring every thought into ſubjettion to Chriſt , or 
whether you doe not allow your ſclves liberty to 


ſome evill, out of love to ſome pleaſure or profit, 
which is that principally, wherein the dominion 


of (inne confiſteth , as Part hints unto us, where 
he faith, The evill which } doe, T allow vat. That 


! ts, I doenot approve of it in my heart, nor plead| 
for it with my tongue ; but ſtrive againtt ir with 


ol my ſtrength ; and it would be more joy to me, | 


' toberid of it, then if Thad a Ringdome conferred 


to mee. This is the language right,of one that hath 
Chriſt with his ſpirit. 
Secondly 
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n! | Secotidy, ſee whether your ſpirics be alive becauſe | 
m| fof righteonſnefſe, if you would know whether 
ll] | Chritt be with your ſpirits or not, See whether ho- 
e| [ly wayes doe heartily affeR you. I rejoyced when 
=} [|they ſaid, Come ler us goe tothe houſe of the Lord, 
faith the Pſal/mif}. He ſpake like a man, having 
Chriſt indeed with his tpirit : his ſpirit leapt wich= 
in him like the babe in E/zabeths wombe, when | 
they ſpake of drawing neereto God, in the duties 


of his worſhip. A Chriſtian thathath Chriſt with | 
his ſpirit, ſees a taking tranſcendant beauty in all | 
Wiſdoms wayes ; they are all wajes of pleaſure, and | 


pathes of peace ; which 15 ſpoken in reference to ſuch 
as have Chriſt wich their ſpirits 2 for othecs finde 
no ſuch thing in them. And his ſpirit opens in them 
like lowers in the Sunne, and ſmells fragrantly, 
he bends and cleaves to them, in love co that ſouls. 
{weetneſſe, which he findes in them, And if you | 
; finde theſe things in you, Ithinke I may ſafely cell | 
_ to your comfort, that Chriſt is with your 
ITItS, 
, I may turne' this Charaer into another form, | 
as Pan! doth, and tell you in his words, that he ; 
whieh z» jeyned to the Lord is one ſpirit. 1, Cor 6+ | 
{17, They thathave Chriſt with their ſpirits, are 
one ſpirit with Chriſt.This expreſſion (I conceive) | 
15 ſomething explained by theſe following words ; | 
And the multitude of them that beleeved,were of one | | 
heart and one ſoule: AQts 4+32+0r as the originall 
hath it# rwpdia 2 54x) uitheart and ſoul one: They | 
that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are heart and | 
 foule one with Chriſt, They doe idem: velle, & 5- | | 
dem nolle, What Chrilt loves, they love ; and what 
Chriſt hates they hate. Chriſt loves righteouſneſle, | 
| and | 
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leaft necd not to vee lo f{rifly look't unto ; that, | 
; as 
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and hated miquity, &c. Plal.q5.7, They that have 
Chriſt with their ſpirirs, are heart and ſoule one 
with Chriſt in this. They love righ couſnefle, 
thatis, all righteous wayes : and hare iniquity; 
that is all thar Gods word condemnes, *T*vas 


they that have Chriſt with their ſ>irics, are one 
ſpirit with Chriſt in this. 'Ts joy to rhe juſt ro doe 
judgement, ſaith Solomon. Chrift was tender a- 
bout Keeping the leaſt Commandement, as well 
as abour keeping the greateſt, Whoſozver ſhall 


of heaven. Mat. 5.19. They that have Chrilt with 
their ſpirits, are heart and ſoule ene with Chriſt 
inthis; they are tender to keep all Gods Com- 
mandements : leaſt, as well as greateſt. Se/þall [ 


the place fore-cited ſo, as if Chriſt did account of 
One part of his Fathers will above. another 2 1 ra- 
ther thinke that hee there ſpeakes Phariſ.cormm mo- 
re, in the Phariſes dialeR, who would make the 
world beleeve, that they mightily laboured to 
keepe ſome precepts, but others they thought, as 
many of us now do, that they need not to be fo 
ftrit about. Now Chriſts tender Spirit for his 
Fathers honour, could not brooke this halting in 
Religion ; and they that have Chriſt with their 
ſpirits, arc heart avd ſoulc one with Chriſt in this. 


of the leaſt, and may bee diſpenſed withall , or at 


and hates iniquity * Thea haſt loved righteouſueſſe, | 


| 20t be confounded, whil'f 7 have reſpet unto all thy | 


( ommandements, faith David. 1 doe not conceive | 


Chriſts meat and drink, ro do his Fathers will; | 


breake one of the leaſt Commandements, and teach ||: 
2268 ſo, hee ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdome || | 


That Commandement which the moſt ſay is one | 
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velſ| a5 well as any other, whiPſ a precious part of 
16|[] Chrifts will, a man chat hath Chriſt with his ſpi- | 
» [|| ric, will be tender roobſerye. Davids ſpirit ſmore 
||| him, for cutting off the lap of Sanls garment, as 
is ||| well for cutting off the life of Y-iah : which plain- 
- [|| Iy ſhewes, that men which have Chriſt with their 
te (| | {pirits- are tender abour the avoiding of ſmall fins, 
xe || | as well as great. 
i; Now poſſibly ſome of you by what hath been 
11] faid, may fee, that as yer you haye not Chriſt 
|| | with your ipirirs ; T ſhall addrefle my ſelfe in the 
; |j:firti place, particularly to ſpeake to you, and then 
«|| | in che ſecond place, I fhall addcefſe my felfe, par- | 
il ticular'y to ſyeake to fuch of you, as have, by what 
|f | hath bcene ſaid, diſcerned that Chriſt is indeed | 
.|| | with your ſpirits. To you which by what hath 
|| | been ſaid, fec, that as yet Chriſt is not with your 
| | ſpirits; I have onely theſe rwothingsto ſay, la- | 
|} | bour to bewrajle your great want, as perſons, deep- | 
|| | ly ſenfible ofic ; andchen labour to ger this great 
want ſpeedily ſupplied, 

Firſt, labour to bewaile your great want, as | 
perſons deeply affeRed with it, 'Tis the greateſt 
want in the World, ro want Chriſt to be with a 
mans ſpirit. Other wants may be afliting wants, : 
but this 15 a damning want. Other wants may | 
make thee deſpiſed of men, bur this want wil! 
make thee for ever to be abhor'd of God. Thov 
were better want riches, thou were better want | - 
honours ; nay, thou were better want bread to | 
| put 1n thy head, then want Chriſt ro bein thy | 
hearts Thou were better want thy deere Hus- 
| band, thy ſweet Wife, to lie in thy boſome, then 
want Chriſt to lie there. Nay, thy ſoule were bet- | 
ret \ 
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| ter to be without thy body, then without Chriſt, | - 
| If there bee any want under heaven, that makes af _,, 
hell ro a man upon earch, iris this ; to want Chriſt 
ro be with his ſpirit. For what is itthar makes ſuc 
hell, hell> @ place full of fin and full of miſery ? 
| but chis : char Chriſt is not with thoſe ſpirits - chey ||| , 
are ſpirits everlaſtingly excluded, from all comu- 
| nion with Chriltt, Now whereas great wants, || Je 
{ make you complaine heavily, and mourne bircer- 


 Iy, beo the Lord to make theſe things finke intoſ|' ” 
' Your fpirits, that you may be ſenſible of this great|] jad 


want of wants, that your ſpirits are without ||| .y 
| Chriſt, and fo withour God in this world , that 
| ſo all forrow for others wants, may meet and||| c 
| ranne in one channell, to bewaile this great want. || | f 
| Sauls ſpeech to his ſervant, I may here fitly allude|] | - 
| too. ( ome let us returne (faid he) leſt my Father || 
EY leave caring far the Aﬀes, and take rhought for 145, Fa 
Ff you that mourne for this wanc, and that want : 
| did but feel the want of Chriſt with your ſpirits; || | x 
you would with Kyſþquickly leave mourning for || | c 
trifles, and begin to mourne for things of waight. | | 
Come, O my ſoule ! ceaſe tnourning for father and 
mother;ceaſe mourning for husband and wite, for 
children and ſubſtance ; and begin tro mourne for 
this that thou yet liveſt Chriſtleſſe, and art in the 
ready way to die and periſh remedileſſe. 

When you have got your hearts to bleed in- 
wardly, under your great want ; then cry migh- 
tily to the Lord, and ſupply it. And ro make your 
prayers prevalent , urge the promiſe of God, | | | 
| wherein hee hath ingaged himſelfe to doe good in| | | 
Chrift, to them that are afarre off. Thy ſoule thou 
i Andeſt farre off from Chriſt : why, the promite 
| (faith 
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* faith the Apoſtle ) of Chriſt and ſalvation by him 

_ l is co ſuch, For the promif: # t6 yous and to your | 
$ | children, and to all that are (a far off ] This Pes | 
oe 11 07 ſpake by way of comfort, as now I doe, to | 
> || fuch as felt their fpirics withour Chriſt ; without 
Fi grace and hope of glory. Chriſt you ſee is under 

P a generall promiſe, and thereforeno ſoule ſhotld | 


| deſpaire of obtaining him. Hee is promiſed torhe | 
| Jews, and not onely to them, but to us Gentites, 
who ſorzetimes were afarre off, not to this Gen:ilc 
or that, but to all chat are pricke in heorrfor rhe 
want of him. For the promiſe #s to you and to your 
children, and to all that ave afarre off. Letevery 
| one therefore upon this ground ; that feeles his | 
| pirir prickt and wounded, for want of Chriſt, 
= words to himfclfe, and goe unto God, and 
| 12Ys | 
O God! my foul is a poor Chrifileſle foul. 1 ; 
finde by wofull expericnce, that the Lord lefus is 6 
not with my ſpirit, by reaſon of which I live wic- | 
kedly to thy diſhonour, and ſhall, I know not how 
{ ſoone, dic miſerably, co mine owne eternall undo- | 
| ing, ifthoudoe not ſhew mercy upon mee, accor- | 
ding to thy promiſe. Thou haſt ſaid that chou 
wilt beſtow Chriſt, grace and falvation, upon | 
them that are afar off ; make good thy gracious ; 
| promiſe ro me, whoſe ſpirit is far from Chri*, | 
grace and all good ; fo ſhaſtthou oblige mee for | 
| ever unto thee 2 and T ſhall tell of thy goodnefle as 
| long as T live, | 
Having thus ſpoken whar I thought fit, co ſuch 
bon finde by what was formerly delivered, that | 
Chriſt is not with their ſpirits ; I ſhall in the nexc 
| Place ſpeake unto you, that by what was formerly 
| ; delivercd * } 
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| ſuch att one, liad not God given Chriſt to be with 
| thy ſpirit. Doeſt thou nor ſee ſome Nab#4ls, ſome 
| Tezabels, ſome Carys, ſome Demaſes, ſome 1uda- 
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delivered, finde, that Chriſt is with your ſpirits, 
S1mething by way of counſell, and ſo:nething by 
way of Conſolation, I have to deliver nto you, 
Three things by way of counſel, T wo. Id com- 
| mend unto you : tharkefulty ackno:v!e77 2 15 great 


| favenr ; carefully preſerve it ; and 1:25;*rioufly la- 


| bony to aupinent it, m 

i Firſt, thankfully acknowledge this great favour. 

{Tis a pearle of great price, that God hath caſt tn: 
rothy boſome, to give Chriſt to be with thy ſpi- 

{ rit: and for great favours, every one will acknow- 


; ledge ir very fic, and juſt, that they ſhould bee| 


; thankfull.. *Tis a jewell that Chrift ſcarce gives 
; tO one of ten thouſand - and for rare gifcs, every 
one will readily confeſle it to be great ingratitude, 
not thankfully to acknowledge them. Doeſt thou 
not heare ſome {wear, ſome curſe, ſome lic, like 
their father the devill > Why thou wouldeſt have 
veene ſuch an one, had nor God given Chrilt to 
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a 


kards, ſome whoremafters, ſome murderers. ſome 
; perſecutors of che S1ints ? Why thoy would'ſt: 
| have been ſuch an one,if God had nor given Chriſt 


their wealth ; ſome proud, ſome mad, ſomepuit- 
' ting far from thein the evill day, living as if they 
ſhould never die ? Why, thou wouldeſt have been 


ſa ? Why, amoHgſt the number of theſe wouldeſt 
thou have been, had not God given Chriſt to bee 


beewith thy fpirit. Doeſt thou not fee lome drun- | 


co be with thy ſpirit. Doeſt thou not ſee ſome | 
make a God of their belly, ſome make a God: of | 


with thy ſpirit, Wherefore magnifie the Lord with 


all 
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his holy Name. Thinke but how it was with thee, 


d ſobedierce. did rule m1ghtily in thee, How weak 
thy ſpirit was, and ealily overcome and carried 
captive of every lufl. How drunken thy ſpirit was 
and ree]'d from one opiniun to another ; one day 
thou choughO*lt rhus and thus, and another day 
thou thoughrlt quite contrary, I fay, do bur think 
of theſe things, and how the Lord mig't juſtly 
have lefc thee 111], ro have gone on thus, uncill chou 


hadſt periſhed as hee hath done many thouſands, 


and then be unthankfull for the communion of | 


d- 


Chriſt with thy foirir, if thou can. Ir wasthis 
confideration that fer Paw a wondring at the 


all thy night and let all thar is within thee prailc 


{ when chy ſpirit was without Chriſt. How fool} 
thou wait ſerving divers laſts : how the God of | 
{this world which rules mightily in the children of 


VL 


2oadnefſe of the Lord. f was a bliſphemer, a perſe- 


cutour, &c. jet ] obrained mercy. Hee circum= | 
| flexes this terme [7 er ['['] obtatned mevey 5c, 
It was wondertull in his eye, that God ſhould : 
give Chriſt to dwell with ſuch a bloudy blaſphe- | 
ming ſpirit, as he had. In this way let us goe to | 


work, to raiſe our dull ſpirits, ro magnihe the free 


oodneffe of the Lord :for 'tis a work of all works, ' 
| that God loves? I was. a man ot a very vroad, 
paſſionate, malicious, uncleane ſpirir ; and yer I | 


obtained mercy. God hath given Chriſt ro be with 
this depraved fpirit, and 1n a little time hee hath 
done very much, and made_a manife{t change in 
my ſpiric: of very proud, he hath made ir in ſome 
meaſure humble ; of very paſſionate in ſome mea- 
ſure patient, of very malicious, In ſome meaſure 


loving ; of yery uncleane, in ſome meaſure Con- 
tigent, 
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Chriſts Communion with 


| rinent. O ! the rich of his love how #»ſearchable 1s 
| £55 mercy, and 15 love paſt finding out ? | 
! Sccondliy, as I would have youthankfully ac- 
| knowledge this great favour; fo I would have you 
| caretully labour to preſerve its You find that you 
! have Chrift with your ſpirits, take heed you do not 
loſe him. Thou werrt better loſe thy lifegthan loſe the 
\ (peciallprefence of Chriſt with chy ſpitit, Tis a 
' price and pritcip:ll blething, as thou haſt neard ; 
2 bicthng vt21ore than this world ; nay, of more! 
worth than thy foule, which Chriſt values a- 
boverthe work, Now choyce things, wee are ur 
| ally very carcfull of, and keep them choycely. 
j Chriſt totally (1 know) can no man loſe, which | 
| harhhiin afcer a {pcciall manner prcſent with his | 
f {prrit - but according to tome prime and principal 
' 9Perations, hee may : according to others, very 
| far, Tewghnat totally, A imnan may lofe the pre- 
{ ſenceot Chriſt wirk his ſpicit rotally,. as a Com- 
 fortrer, The Comforter which ſhould veleeve my 
 ſoute gs far from me, {aich Jeremiah Lam. 1. 16+ in 
f the perion of the afflited Church, Tis probable e- 
| nough, that Davids fpiri was thus Rript of Chriſt 
{ dy mis dotorous complaints, which frequently we 
| read of. 75 1s mercy cleane gone for ever ? doth his 
| promije faile for evernzare ? Hath God forgotten to be 
 gravions * hath hee in anger that up hu tender mer- 
| Gees * BUT the Lord caſt off for ever ? aud will hee be 
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favorable no more ? Pla,77.7-$.9. Some carria- | 


| ces 18 Chriitians rowards Chriſt make Chriſt to- 
tally alter his carriage towards them ; though for 

| his promiſe fake, hee will never totally remove | 

Mimicife from them. 

| As when Chriſtians doe not keep their watch 

ftrictly | 
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ſtrictly againfl fin. in all the crcafions of it; then 


Chriſt, 1 ilend of being a Con:torter. becomes 2 


| Convincer 3 and in ſtead of ſpeaking ſweet things, | 


| hee ſpeaks very bitter unto the foule, This was the 
caſe of David and Peter. Or when Chriſtians are 
carelefle. and i]: ;g9ifſh, ro manntaine and encreaſe 


their tweet communion with Chrilt, unyeelding to 
the lweet motions of the ſpirit of Chritt, and tur- 


| 


ning ofctimes the deate care againft the fill voyce 
behind chem, which faith, 5/15 3s che way, walk in 
5, There Chriſt drawes a curtaine between the 
{piric of man and himfelte, and leaves the ſpirit of 
man 12 the dark, and full of feares. This is nota ly 
[luſtrated by that language of che Spouſe, 1s 7s 852 
| Voyce of my Beloved that Enocheth Jajing , Open to 
mee, my Siſter, my Lyve, my Dove wr  #rdefited 


for my head filled with dew, and my locks wh the 


drops of the night. The Church wasconvinced of 
this, that it was her Beloved, ſceking necrer com= 
munion with her, and yet obferve how ſhe re- 
plyes. 1 have pat off my coat, how (hall I put it on? 
1 have waſhed my feet, how ſhall I d: -file them ; 1 ope- 
ned to my Beloved but my Beloved had withdrawne 
himſeife and was gone ; my ſoule failed when he ſpake,; 
1 ſought him, but I could not find him : I called him, 


but he gave me a anſwer : Cant 5. You that find 


, the prelence of Chrilt with your ſpirits, as a Com- 
| forter, make Chriſtian uſe of whar I have faid, 

' that you may {till enjoy fo great a mercy. And if | 
| you loſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a Comforter to ' 


your ſpirits, miſcrable comforters will all other 
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things prove unto you. You will mourne, and ; 
none will bc able to comfort you, if Chriſt asa : 


Comforter forſake your ſpirits. 
2 Seconcly, / 
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| Chrifts { ommunijos with. 


Secondly, as a leader, a man may very farloſe 
the conmunion of Cariſlt with his ſpirit. As if a 
Chriſtian take liberty w fin againſt that light, 
which Chriſt hath ſet up in his ſpirit ; this will 


Rteare his courſe ; and then will ſuch a mn = 
clare himſelfe quickly, to be a foole and a beait, 
many points, as David ſaith Have you not hes 
Chriſtians of grear light ecre in judgement. and 
erre in practice ? Whence comes chis wealkeneſle, 
but from hence. that Chriit as a leader ſtands a- 
loofe from their ſpirits ? which 18 a plaine demon- 
{tration that a man may loſe the preſence of Chriſt 
with his ſ' irit, as a leader. David (I beleeve) 
found the truth of this, as well as of che foringr, by 
air experience. A man may colle&t ſo much 
clcerly from his owne words, ( aft me not ny 
Gm thy preſence and take not thy holy ſpirit f from 


zee : Plali5.1r. The ſpirit of God is therefore 


ſelte (the Spirit of the ho'y God, as hee ſaid to 
Daniet) but principally here, as I conceive, Ab 


we2knefle in his Spirit. unto all good, over what 


formerly hee did, and firong propenfitie ag1in to 
erre;as every at of fin gee feed and ſpawn upon 


| the ſpirit to brins forth more. to cover the fr(t, 


or to commit. he like : agatne. But more then 21 
this; hee found Chriſt to Rand 1loof from his {i1- 
rit - not exerciſing that ſpeciall dominion in his 
foirtt, as before for the ſubduing of laſt, and ſug», 


gelling of holy motions and defires ; bur lcaving 
him 


| make Chriſt firſt or lait (1t not timely locker nn- | 
| ro) leave a-man to his owe underitanding, to 


called by _— Spirit, becauſe holy in him-: 


offic:o : becauſe the worker of hol'neſſe in us, Da- | 
vid doubilefle by his fall, found an exceeding | 
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; David lo doletully complaine Ca/# mre not away 


| ſpirit. morning by morning, as by the learned 


[promiſe and beleeve. He will fit thee with the 
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him as 1c were to himfcite, as one with whom hee 
would have no mnreto do. And therefore doth 


from thy preſence, and rake not thy [holy | Spirit from 
mee : you therefore which finde Chrilt with your 
fpirits, a5 a tender leader, take heed of inning a- 
ozinſt any part of that Iighe, which he ſers np in 
your underſtandings, or againſt any motions of 
his ſpirit which he ſuggeſts unto you; left he leave 
you to your owne lighr,and to your owne ſtreng:h: 
and then will you run from lefle fins to greater, 
from one f{inne to another, like David and Peter, 
to the {candalizine of the Goſnel, and the deſpe- 
rate wounding of your own ſouls. | 
The third and laſt thing that I would commend | 
unto you, by way of counſell, is this : labour to 
augment this great favour. You finde Chri# with 
your ſpirits, labour indufiriouſly, co have Chriſt | 
more and more with your ſpirits, *Tis a prime | 
and principall blefſing, as you have heard, to have 
Chriſt with your ſpirirs ; therefore labour to ger 
as much of this favour and happineſle as poſkibly 
you can. Thou haſt Chriſt with thy ſpirit as a | 
teacher ; why thou mailt haye him yer more inti- 
mate with thee, and open unto thee, in imparting 
divine myfteries, if thou follow ow ro kyow, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks.it thou humbly forger,and looke 0- 
verall thou haſt, and preſſe hard after more : the 
things thou kneweſt nor, Chriſt will teach thy 
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Chiſt hath taughc thy ſpirit many truths , why, he 
will lead thy Frrit into all truth. if thou urge his 
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knowledge of bis will in all wiſedome and fprituall | 
G | 


3 unaer flanding, | 
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' tion into thy ſpirit, now and then why thou mailt | | 


C brit C O72IB ANION) with. 


bs 


underſtanding, If chou pray for it as P aul did for | 
che Coloſſuuns. 

Thou findeſt Chriſt with thy ſpirit 45 a Comfor- 
ter ; why thou maſt have yee much more conſola- 
tion from him, if thou ſtudy to be more pliable to | 
him. Thou haſt Chriſt diſtilling & drops of conſola--| 


' have Chrit powring in flagons of loye into th 
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wee get Chriſt to be with our ſpirits, the more 


{oule, filling thee with joy unſpeakable and tull of 
elory, if thou bring thy y_ to be more lowly and 
meek ; for ſuch finde mol t reſ# to thier ſouler : | 


if thou carefully keep comming to Chrift ſisll in. ! 


every preſſure of ſpirit ; : for ſach finde moſt eaſe : | 
that is renewing faith Rill, as thou renewcA thy | 
finnes. 
Thou findeſt Chriſt with thy ſpirit, as a quick- | | 
ner and ({trengrhner to dutie ;why thou maiſl finde | 
hum yet more mighty with thy ſpirit this way, it | 
thou powre our "thy ſpirit often with David for 
quickning grace; and if thou more deny chine 
owne ſtrength, and caſt thy ſelfe more upon his. 
Could we but attain Pars height in ſelf-denial!, | 
to be nothing in our ſelves (though 1 am nothing | 
frith he) we ſhould find Chriſt gloriouſly preſent 
fill with our ſpirits, and be more conſtant in zeal 
and firength to every good worke, then we are, I 
conclude this thus. be fo tratable to Chriſt, that 
cho! maift with 2Zary win upon Chriſt till; and 
thinke thar thou canſt neyer be neer enough ro him 
nor intimate enough with him ; and this is the rea- | 


dy way, to have a heaven upon carth:for the more 


truly may we be ſaid to be in heaven. 


The laſt thing that I have to fay to you, thar | 
finde | 
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finde Chrift with your ſpirits, is matter of conſo- 
ation. Here is comfort for you againſt famine. 
When thy body wants food, Chrift thar is with 
thy ſpiric, will give that meat co cat, which the 
| world knows not of, ſo that when others repine, 
and c:r ſe God and their King in their extremity, as 
the Prophet ſpeakes , thou ſhalt bee patient m 
rayer tohim, who can command Ravens to bring 
thee bread and fleſh to feed on ; and will, rather 
then thou ſhalt ſtarve, it chy life may be more to 
his olory, then thy death. 
Here's comfort for you againſt rhe ſword. In the 
| mid{t of all croubles ond fears, Chriſt that is with 
thy ſpirit will bear thee up admirably. Whar 3s 
the face of an enemy to terrifie ; if Chriſt be with | 
thy ſpirit. What is che ſpoiling of thy goods ?nay, 
what is the ſpoiling of thy body?1fChrift bee wich 
thy foule. A Mountaine of miſery, is but as a 
Mole-hill,if Chriſt ſupport the ſpirit. To thinke of 
the Sword is a naked reference to fleſh and blood, 
and fo nothing is more terrible : but ler us that . 
tearethe Lord thinke of it; in reference to Chriſt ' 
that is with our ſpirits, aud then wee ſhall not bee. 
troubled, though wee heare of warres and rumours | 
| of warres, no more then at the rumours of any o-. 
| ther calamity. 
Here is comfort for you againſt the Plague, 
which is here and there ſcattered in the kingdome. 
What is aty diſeaſe to the body, if Chriſt be with 
thy foule ? As the ourward man decayeth, the in- 
ward man ſhall bee reneweddaily, becauſe Chriſt 
is with thy ſpirit, When thy body is full of pain, 
chy foule ſhall be full of comfort, becauſe Chriſt is 
with thy fpirit. When thy body is ſealed with \ 
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=; > Chriſts Conmunion with. = 
ſpors of deatligcthy ſoul ſhall bee ſealed with the ho« 
ly Ghoſt unto erernall life, becauſe Chriſt is with | 
thy ſpirit. The plague of the body is nothing, if this | 
plague of plagues be not upon the ſpirir, to wit, || 
deftitute of Chriſt. | 
Here 1s comfort tor = againſt perſecution, | 
| When men frowne upon thee without, Chriſt will | 
imile upon thy ſpirit within ; when men lade thef 
outward man with reproaches, Chriſt will fill 
thy inward man with comforts : when men ſhut 
up thy body from the communion of Saints,Chriſt | 
will give thy fpirit a large freedome of communi- | 
on with himſelfe. When men ftrike chy body, | 
Chriſt will ftroke thy ſoule : when men kill thy 
| body. Chrift will fave thy foule. In a word, as | 
| the :Mintions of Chriſt abound in thy body, fo the | 
confolations of Chriſt ſhall abound 1n thy ſoule, 
becauſe Chriſt is with thy ſpirit, Name any mi-| 
ſery that is incident to man, and her's comfort ta 
be ſuckr out of of this point, to oppoſe uato ir. Fi-| 
nally in life, in death. and eternally afcer death, 
Chriſt thar is with thy ſpirit will bee gaine 
| unto thee, Thy life hee will make comfortable ; 
| thy death hopefull ; chy being after death erecnal- 
ly joyfull. Wherefore I will conculde my Sermon | 
for the gd of you, as Sainr Paul doth his Epiitle 
| for the good of Timothy, The Lord leſus —_ be 


_=w ſpirits, 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
' 
: 


Trinunt D eo gloria. 


FINIS, 


